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The circulars issued earlier were to overcome various ambiguities, on-site difficulties and
addressing various multiple issues in the field. In order to simplify the procedure of detection of
‘Theft’ or ‘Unauthorised use of electricity’ and actions to be taken by various authorities involved
in the process that follows, necessary guidelines are being circulated.
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Guide Book

(Disclaimer: For any interpretation issues, provision under Electricity Act
2003, MERC Rules and Regulation amended from time to time shall
prevail)

Part A

Procedure to be followed and actions thereof by various authorities regarding
“Theft of electricity’ under Sec 135 and ‘Unauthorised use of electricity’ under
Sec 126 of Electricity act 2003.

The circulars issued earlier were to overcome various ambiguities, on-site difficulties and addressing
either a single issue or in some case multiple issues. In order to streamline the procedure of detection of
“Theft” or ‘Unauthorised use of electricity’ and actions to be taken by various authorities involved in the
process that follows, necessary guidelines are being promulgated for compliance hereinafter. This
compilation will serve the purpose of guidelines while performing the action as per sec 126, 135 of the
Electricity Act 2003.

The relevant extract of the Electricity Act 2003, concerning both the sections is placed at Annexure-1.

1. Action on receipt of ‘Theft’ or ‘Unauthorised use of electricity’ information: -

All MSEDCL authorities at all levels may receive theft of electricity or unauthorized use of electricity
related information either in their personal or official capacity from time to time.

The information received/obtained may be tabulated as follows:-

(@) Web complaints.

(b) Complaints received in writing.

(c) Complaints received through phone/mobile.

(d) Intelligence generated by IT department by consumer data analysis.
(e) Intelligence gathered during field visits of theft prone areas.

() Intelligence received from informers / well-wishers of MSEDCL.
(9) Written information by informant claiming monetary rewards.

In order to avoid in action delay, the theft of electricity information should invariably send to the
concerned SDO by the fastest possible means such as Email, SMS etc. Upon receipt of the electricity theft or
unauthorized use of electricity related information, the concerned officer under whose jurisdiction the



location falls shall act on the same. All Sub-divisions and Flying squads are to maintain a proper record of
receipt of electricity theft related information and action taken thereof as per format placed at Annexure-2.

2. Instructions to Authorised officers in respect of Section 135 of EA 2003.

(a) Authority to Inspect.

The Government of Maharashtra vide Gazette Notification No. EA 2006/CR 477(2)/HRG-3 and No
EA 2006 /CR 477 (e)/NRG-3 both dated 26" Sept 2006 has authorized under mentioned MSEDCL
Officers to exercise powers under clauses (a),(b) and (c) sub-section (2) of said section 135 of EA 2003.
Further, MERC vide their order dated 13 Aug 2007 has also specified certain Officers of MSEDCL to
exercise the powers under the first proviso of sub section (1A) of section 135 of EA-2003 to disconnect
the supply line of electricity within the respective area of supply of electricity upon detection of

Electricity Theft. The copies of above quoted authority letters are placed at Annexure-3.

Sr. Officers Category | Section under which
No of Exercise powers in
electricity | respect of EA -2003
consumers

1 | Sub Engineer/Junior Engineer (Section Office)/Jr. Engineer | Low Under section (1A)
of Special Squad/Assistant Engineer/ Deputy Executive | Tension for disconnection
Engineer from O&M of concerned area  of | Consumers and
MSEDCL/Executive Engineer & Deputy Executive Engineer under clauses (a)&
of Flying Squad (Vigilance & Security)/Executive Engineer (b) sub section (2) of
from Operation and Maintenance of concerned area of section 135 of EA-
MSEDCL and Deputy Executive Engineer & Junior Engineer 2003 for enter,
Commercial Intelligence units of MSEDCL inspect...  search,

seize ... etc.

2 | Executive Engineer & Deputy Executive Engineer of Flying | High
Squad (Vigilance & Security)/Executive Engineer/ Tension
Superintending Engineer/Chief Engineer from O&M of Consumers Same as above
concerned area of MSEDCL and Deputy Executive Engineer
& Junior Engineer Commercial Intelligence units of
MSEDCL

3 | The Officers not below the rank of Executive Engineer & | All Under clause (c)
Deputy Executive Engineer of Flying Squad (Vigilance & | category | subsection (2) of
Security) & Junior Engineer of special squad and Deputy section 135 of EA-
Executive Engineer & Junior Engineer Commercial 2003 to  seize
Intelligence units of MSEDCL documents

MSEDCL vide Administrative Circular No. 490 dated 01.07.2014 has changed the above mentioned
nomenclature as below: Sub Engineer = Junior Engineer; Junior Engineer - Assistant Engineer;
Assistant Engineer > Dy. Executive Engineer; Dy. Executive Engineer - Add. Executive Engineer.

For the purpose of execution of powers conferred upon them by GoM under sec 135 of EA 2003,
they will be hereinafter termed as ‘Authorised Officers’ and will not only be responsible and
accountable to the MSEDCL but also to the GoM for all actions in respect theft of electricity.



(b) Powers of *Authorised Officers’:

In order to determine and establish occurrence and incidence of dishonest abstraction, consumption or
use OR an attempted abstraction for unauthorized use of electricity as per the provisions of sub-section
(1) of Sec 135 of EA 2003, the above mentioned officers of MSEDCL have been entrusted to exercise
following powers as per section 135 (2) and (3), on behalf of the Government of Maharashtra: -

()
(i)
(iii)

(iv)

Enter, inspect, break open and search any place or premises in which he has reason to
believe that the electricity has been or is being used unauthorisedly.

Search, seize and remove all such devices, instruments, wires and other facilitator or article
which has been or is being used for unauthorized use of electricity.

Examine or seize any books of accounts or documents which in his opinion shall be useful
for or relevant to, any proceedings in respect of the theft of electricity after having allowed
the accused to make copies or take extracts of any of the documents so seized.

No Inspection, search and seizure of any domestic places or domestic premises shall be
carried out between Sunset and Sunrise except in presence of an adult male member
occupying such premises.

(c) Determination of Electricity theft:

All authorized officers must satisfy themselves that there is an incidence of dishonest abstraction,
consumption or use OR an attempted abstraction, consumption or use of electricity clearly. Any person,

consumer or his representative is said to have abstracted, consumed or used OR has attempted abstraction,
attempted consumption or attempted use of electricity dishonestly when he/they attempt or do such an
abstraction, consumption or use of electricity;

(i)
(i)

(iii)

Which prevents MSEDCL to record and account/bill such electricity that he/they use or
consume and there by unauthorisedly or wrongfully gain by doing so.

Which results in intentional interference with accurate or proper registration, calibration or
metering of electric current OR interferes with proper or accurate metering of electricity so
used or consumed.

Wherein he/they use electricity knowingly for the purpose other than for which the usage of
electricity was authorized by MSEDCL and there by unauthorisedly or wrongfully gain by
doing so.

(d) Determination of applicability of specific Sub-Sec of Sec 135.

In order to determine the applicability of appropriate sub-sub section under Sec 135 in
electricity theft cases, the following guidelines may be followed:-

(i)

[135 1 (a)] Whenever a person, consumer or his representative dishonestly taps,
makes or causes to be made any connection with overhead, underground or under
water lines or cables, or service wires, or service facilities of MSEDCL and
abstracts, consumes or uses electricity, sec 135 (1a) of EA 2003 be applied.

All hook, service wire tapping and meter bypassing etc. cases fall under this sub
section.



(ii)

(iii)

[135(1b)] Whenever a person, consumer or his representative dishonestly abstracts,
consumes or uses electricity by tampering a meter, installs or uses a tampered meter,
current reversing transformer, loop connection or any other device or method which
interferes with accurate and proper registration, calibration or metering of electric
current or otherwise, sec 135(1b) of EA 2003 be applied.

All cases of electricity thefts involving tampered meters, internal or external loops,
use of tampered Potential/Current Transformers (PTs, CTs), use of jammers/remote
sensing devices fall under this sub section.

Additionally, theft by adopting a method by dishonestly installing a meter not
issued, installed or accounted by MSEDCL (fictitious meter) and using or
consuming electricity through it.

[135 (1c)] Whenever a person, consumer or his representative dishonestly damages
or destroys an electric meter, apparatus, equipment, or wire or causes or allows any
of them to be so damaged or destroyed as to interfere with the proper or accurate
metering of electricity that he uses or consumes, sec 135 (1c) of EA 2003 be applied.

There are two provisions under sections 135 as well as 126 which appear to be

over lapping. These are discussed as under: -

Section 135 sub-section 1 (d) & (e) are as follows:-

(d) Uses electricity through a tampered meter: or

(e) Uses electricity for the purpose other than for which the usage of electricity
was authorized.

The provisions of sub-section 126 explanation-b (iii & iv) are as follows: -

(vi)

(iv)  Through a tampered meter; or
(v) For the purpose other than for which the usage of electricity was authorized.

If a person/ consumer or his representative uses electricity through tampered
meter or for the purpose other than for which the usage of electricity was
authorized is done dishonestly or intentionally then sec 135 of EA 2003 shall be
applied and above mentioned events happens unknowingly then sec 126 of EA
2003 shall be applied. For e.g.

(@) When he uses or consumes electricity though a tampered meter but does so
unknowingly i.e. by a tenant or a subsequent owner/consumer where the tampering period
exceeds his period of occupation and use of said premises, the case will attract provisions
under sub-section 126 explanation-b (iii). However, the entire period of such use through the
tampered meter is to be considered as the user or the consumer involved has had the option
of getting the meter tested at the time of occupation of such premises.



(vii)

(vi)

(b) In an exceptional circumstance, someone other than the consumer or the user maliciously
tampers with the consumers or users meter without his knowledge to falsely implicate him
and that the consumer/user is not in a position to prevent access to his meter by general
public, in such an exceptional case sub-section 126 explanation-b (iii) would be applicable.

(c) As per MERC directives vide MERC tariff order dt 26.06.2005, residential consumers
running small business or any activity which technically may be classified as
commercial/industrial/Public services etc from part of their residence with consumption less
than 300 units per month or 3600 units per annum shall be applied LT-1 (B)
tariff(residential).

Even if the consumption is observed to be more than 3600 units per year and the consumer
is carrying out such an activity from part of his residence, it is incumbent upon billing
authority to re-categories the said consumer under tariff applicable with prior intimation to
the consumer. Further, a separate connection for residential use is to be released and in this
case neither sec 126 nor sec 135 of EA 2003 are applicable.

However, whenever a non-residential activity of any type is observed as a distinct activity
with no residence observed or found Sec 135 (1e) will be applicable.

Whenever a person, consumer or his representative dishonestly and intentionally uses
electricity for the purpose other than for which the usage of electricity was authorized by
MSEDCL, and there are convincing circumstances to show that it has been done with
dishonest intention to abstract electricity to avoid payment of charges as per legitimate tariff,
action is to be taken under section-135 (1e) of EA 2003.

In every case of change of purpose, the authorized officer must obtain sufficient documentary
evidence to establish the existing purpose of use of electricity in addition to
photographic/video graphic evidence where possible. Till the time the Authorized officer
does not conclude occurrence of theft of electricity, due to delay in collection of evidence
(meter testing, obtaining of documents/ records), the case may be kept under observation
with a specific noting made on the Spot inspection report under remarks column as “Under
observation for determination of case under Sec 135 of EA 2003” and declare theft as soon
as the requisite procedure is complete. Authorized officer is to endeavor to complete all the
procedures within a reasonable time, generally not exceeding 15days.

The Authorized officer may examine the person’s/consumer’s initial application (Al form) for
correctly establishing the change of purpose of use of electricity demanded and sanctioned for and
that it differs from the purpose of use of electricity that was found at the time of spot inspection.
Further, for ascertaining the period of assessment towards unauthorized use of electricity the
Authorized officer may examine the person’s/consumer’s CPL.

(vii)

(viii)

In cases where the dishonesty cannot be established, the use or consumption of electricity
through a tampered meter OR for the purpose other than for which the usage of electricity
was authorized by MSEDCL, sub-section 126 explanation-b (iii) & (iv) would be applicable.

If the purpose of use is found changed due to change in tariff order by MERC then the case
neither falls under Sec 135 nor under Sec 126 of EA 2003 and should be treated as a plain
tariff difference case.



(e) Assessment of ‘Civil liability” under Sec 135 of EA 2003.

The brief guidelines regarding assessment of civil liability are promulgated vide MERC Regulation
No. 8.6. These are as under:-

0] The compensation/Civil liability to be claimed from a consumer involved in theft of energy
is to be determined for the entire period for which the dishonest abstraction, consumption or
use of electricity can be clearly established, subject to maximum period of two years prior
to the detection of theft.

(i) Such dishonest abstraction, consumption or use of electricity, shall be at a rate equal to
one-and-half times the tariff applicable.

(ili)  Where the period of dishonest abstraction, consumption or use of electricity cannot be
clearly established, the period of assessment shall be restricted to six months only prior to
the date of detection.

(iv) The method of assessment to be followed in respect of electricity charges payable in case of
theft of electricity are outlined in Annexure 4. Web based theft bill calculator has been
specifically designed taking into consideration the above method of theft assessment.

(v) The sum of money payable by the consumer / person towards assessed theft of electricity
bill shall be accepted only in the form of ‘Demand Draft’ or ‘Pay Order’ or ‘Cash’ or
‘RTGS’. In no circumstances, such a consumer / person shall be permitted to pay by
‘cheque’.

(f) Disconnection of supply under Sec 135 of EA 2003.

The authorized officers, as promulgated by the government, without prejudice to the provisions of
Sec. 135 of EA 2003, may, upon detection of such theft of electricity, immediately disconnect the supply
of electricity. It is reiterated that the disconnection of supply is mandatory in all cases where theft can be
clearly established at the time of spot inspection itself for e.g. detection of theft using hook, service wire
tapping, destruction of meter and meter bypassing etc. However, when a theft involving tampering or
damage of meter or metering equipment is involved and detailed cause of damage or slowness of meter
is necessary to be established at the testing lab, the supply is to be maintained by replacing the meter or
the metering equipment until theft is established. However, as soon as the theft is established and the
consumer involved fails to deposit the assessed theft amount despite serving of the theft bill, it shall be
mandatory to disconnect the supply of consumer forthwith.

(9) Compounding of electricity theft cases under Sec 152 of EA 2003.

Section 152 of the Electricity Act 2003 has a provision of Compounding of Offence of only the
theft of electricity alleged under Sec 135 of EA 2003. No other offence under the EA 2003 is
compoundable. Further, the said offence of theft of electricity can be compounded only if the consumer
or the person (accused) detected indulging in “Theft of Electricity’ requests for compounding of offence.
The compounding of theft of electricity can be done even after lodging of the criminal complaint in the
appropriate police station or the court provided that the Officer of MSEDCL so authorized by the State



Government in this regard considers the same and the consumer/person involved deposits a sum of
money for compounding of offence at the rate prescribed below: -

Rate at which the sum of money for compounding to be collected per
Sr. Nature of Service KW/HP or part thereof for LT supply and per KVA of contract demand
No. for HT supply
Previous Rates Revised Rates
1 | Industrial Twenty Thousand Rupees Ten Thousand Rupees
2 | Commercial Ten Thousand Rupees Five Thousand Rupees
3 | Agriculture Two Thousand Rupees One Thousand Rupees
4 | Other Four Thousand Rupees Two Thousand Rupees

The revised compounding charges have come in to effect vide Government Notification dated
14.05.2013(Annex-5). The revised Compounding Charges shall be applicable to all the forthcoming
theft of energy cases as well as those that are now pending in enquiry, investigation at the appropriate
police station or on trial before appropriate court. However, the theft of energy cases, which are already
compounded or decided, shall not be reopened by virtue of above Notification. As prescribed by the
Notification No. I.E.A. 1004/C.R. 1533/ NRG - 4 dated 06/04/2004, the State Government has
authorized following Officers of the MSEDCL (Annex-6) to accept the sum of money for
compounding of offences: -

Sr. | Category of Consumer Officer authorized to accept the sum of money for
no. compounding of offences.
1. Low Tension Assistant Engineer/Dy. Executive Engineer/Dy. Executive
Consumers Engineer of Flying Squad/ Executive Engineer of concerned
O & M Division.
2. High Tension Superintending Engineer/Chief Engineer of the concerned
Consumers O &M Zone

The detailed guidelines in respect of Compounding of Offence are prescribed herein below and all
the Authorized officers shall ensure that the same are followed: -

(i)

(i)
(iii)

(iv)

Compounding of offence of theft of Electricity shall be permitted only once for any person
or consumer. No compounding of offence shall be permitted for any person or consumer
involved in second or subsequent occasions of theft of electricity — provided he  has
compounded the offence once on earlier occasion.

Compounding can be allowed at any stage but only upon payment of Theft of electricity
assessment bill.

The compounding shall be done only if the person involved in the theft unconditionally
pays theft of electricity assessment bill arrived as per regulations and also voluntarily
agrees to pay the compounding charges as per Section 152 of Electricity Act 2003.

Rate at which the sum of money for compounding to be collected per KW/HP or part thereof
for LT supply and per KVA of contract demand for HT supply is to be as per the rates
prescribed in the table at para 3(g) above. For the purpose of LT consumers not billed on
LTMD tariff, the connected load or the sanctioned load in KW/HP, whichever is higher is to



V)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

)

(xi)

(xii)

(xiii)

be taken in to account for calculation of compounding charges. Further, for the purpose of
HT and those billed on LTMD tariff consumers, the connected load or the contract demand
or the recorded Maximum Demand (MD) in KW/HP for LT and in KVA for the HT
consumers, whichever is higher is to be taken in to account for calculation of compounding
charges.

The sum of money payable by the consumer / person as compounding charges shall be
accepted only in the form of ‘Demand Draft’ or ‘Pay Order’ or ‘Cash’ or ‘RTGS’. In no
circumstances, such a consumer / person shall be permitted to pay by ‘cheque’.

It shall neither be obligatory nor binding on the Authorized Officer to permit
compounding of offences in every case.

If the person involved in theft of electricity shows willingness to compound in writing and
the authorized officer agrees to compound the offence then he should  give due notice to
the consumer specifying the amount of compounding charges payable at the earliest.

The theft of electricity bill and the compounding ‘chalan’ should not be served upon the
consumer together. The compounding charges ‘chalan’ should be issued to the consumer
only upon unconditional payment of entire amount of electricity theft bill and upon a written
request by him (Com Cir no 264 - Annex-7) to the designated compounding authority.

Even after the consumer/person has unconditionally paid the assessed ‘theft of electricity
bill’, if the Authorized Officer has any objection for permitting the compounding of offence,
he shall in writing intimate his objections to the higher authority {in case of O&M personnel
— Officer not below the rank of Executive Engineer & in case of Flying Squad units —
Deputy Director (V&S)} and shall not compound the offence. However, in such a case, it is
mandatory upon him to proceed with the criminal complaint and further prosecution.

Compounding of the offence under sec 152 of EA 2003 will give an effect of acquittal
within meaning of section 300 of Code of Criminal Procedure.

As far as the compounding of offence under section 152 is concerned, the provisions of
Criminal Procedure Code (Section 320) are not applicable. If the offence is compounded, it
should be informed to the concerned Police Station so that note of the fact can be taken by
the investigation officer. The offence can be compounded even when the matter is pending
before the Court. However, this fact must be brought to the notice of the Court as well as the
Investigating Officer by the Authorized officer so that the proceeding can be dropped with
the proper order. (Annex-11)

All authorized Officers shall maintain a separate register titled ‘Compounding register’
(Annex-8) and shall make all necessary entries relating to compounding of theft of
electricity cases in such register where the consumer/person has requested in writing for
compounding of offences by depositing the sum of money as per prescribed rate.

The facility of compounding of offences shall be permitted only once and therefore in all
such cases, where the consumer has been permitted compounding of offence, necessary
entry shall be taken on the “consumer Personal Ledger” of such consumer so as to avoid



(xiv)

(xv)

such permission being given to a consumer on more than one occasion. All Authorized
officers are therefore to forward a list of consumers, who have compounded the theft of
electricity offence, in the prescribed format by 05" of every calendar month, to respective
sub-division offices by email, to enable them to raise B-09 document so as to tag CPL
appropriately. (Annex-9)

In respect of persons other than the consumers of the MSEDCL, a separate register for
compounding of offences shall be maintained, so that the said register can be verified to
ascertain whether such a person has previously been permitted the facility of compounding
of offence.

The Authorized officers are also to forward a list of consumers, against whom a FIR is
lodged in accordance with Sec 135 of EA 2003, in the prescribed format by 05" of every
calendar month, to the respective circle offices to enable legal department to monitor the
progress of legal action and proceedings as appropriate. (Annex-10)

(h) Lodaing of FIR

(i)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

In case of disconnection of supply either immediately upon site inspection or at any stage
later, the FIR should be lodged within 24 hours of such disconnection.

In any case, if the assessment of theft of electricity amount is not paid within 48 hours after
receipt of theft bill, FIR is to be lodged.

In case the person involved in theft of electricity is not willing to compound the offence and
pays only the civil liability charges before disconnection, then the FIR should be lodged
immediately within reasonable time. Considering the day-to-day operational and emergent
activities, the lodging of FIR in no case shall be delayed beyond 15 days from the time of
issue of theft bill.

If the person concerned pays the assessment of theft of electricity bill unconditionally and
also comes forward for compounding of the offence and also pays the compounding charges
voluntarily, it is not necessary to lodge FIR. However, intimation to that effect will have to
be sent to the concerned Police Station. (Annex-21)

(i) Restoration of electricity supply.

Whenever any person or consumer or his representative, pays the entire assessment of theft of electricity
bill, whether conditionally or unconditionally, his supply is to be restored within 48 hours of such
payment of theft bill along with reconnection charges. Meter cost is also to be recovered in case the theft
involves replacement of meter due to damage or tampering of meter.

Instructions to Assessing officers in respect of Section 126 of EA 2003.

a) Authority to Inspect.

The Government of Maharashtra vide Gazette Notification No. EA 2006/CR

477(1)/NRG-3 dated 26" Sept 2006 has authorized under mentioned MSEDCL Officers to



exercise authority and all powers thereof under section 126 of EA 2003 on its behalf. These
officers have been nominated as the *Assessing Officers’ to deal with all aspects connected
with sec 126 of EA 2003. A copy of above quoted authority letter is placed at Annexure-3.

Sr. Category | Section under
No Officers of which  Exercise
electricity | powers in respect
consumers | of EA -2003
1 | Assistant Engineer/ Deputy Executive Engineer from O&M of | Low Authorised to
concerned area of MSEDCL/ Deputy Executive Engineer of | Tension exercise authority
Flying Squad (Vigilance & Security)/Executive Engineer from | Consumers | and all  powers
Operation and Maintenance of concerned area of MSEDCL thereof under
section 126 of EA
2003
2 | Superintending Engineer/Chief Engineer from O&M of High
concerned area of MSEDCL Tension Same as above
Consumers

b) Powers of ‘Assessing Officers’.

For the purpose of investigation & enforcement and in order to determine & establish occurrence
and incidence of ‘Unauthorized use’ of electricity as per the provisions of Sec 126 of EA 2003, the
above mentioned Assessing Officers of MSEDCL have been entrusted to exercise following powers
on behalf of the Government of Maharashtra: -

(i)

(i)

(iii)

(viii)

(ix)

)

(xi)

Enter, inspect, search any place or premises in which he has reason to believe that the
electricity has been or is being unauthorised use.

Enter and inspect the equipments, gadgets, machines, devices found connected or used
for unauthorized use of electricity.

Inspect records maintained by a person alleged in unauthorized use of electricity.
Search, seize and remove all such devices, instruments, wires and other facilitator or
article which has been or is being used for unauthorized use of electricity.

Upon such an inspection as prescribed above, only the Assessing officer has the powers to
draw a conclusion whether a person is indulging in unauthorized use of electricity or not.

Only the Assessing officer, on such a conclusion of unauthorized use of electricity by a
person, shall and has the powers to provisionally asses to the best of his judgment the
electricity charges payable by such person or by any other person benefited by such use.

Assessing officer has the powers to and shall afford a reasonable opportunity of hearing to
a person involved in unauthorized use of electricity if he has any objections against the
provisional assessment served upon him.



¢) Determination of Unauthorized use of electricity.

The ‘Unauthorized use of electricity’ is said to have occurred, when the Assessing
officer, during the inspection of any place or premises OR after inspection of the equipments,
gadgets, machines, devices found connected or used, OR after inspection of records maintained by
any person finds the usage of electricity

M By any artificial means; or

(i) By a means not authorized by the MSEDCL; or

(iv)  through a tampered meter; or

(v) for the purpose other than for which the usage of electricity was authorized; or

(vi)  for the premises or areas other than those for which the supply of electricity was
authorized.

The Assessing officer has to draw conclusion based upon findings during the course of inspection of
any place or premises OR after inspection of the equipments, gadgets, machines, devices found connected or
used, OR after inspection of records maintained by any person. Therefore, every assessing officer must
carry out inspection himself and endeavour to collect all possible photographic, video graphic and
documentary evidence to prove as to who (person), where (location/premises), when (duration/period) and
how ( mode of unauthorized use) the unauthorized use has taken place. Further, he has to ascertain that the
person involved has gained by doing such an act. Till the time the Assessing officer does not conclude all
the parameters stated above, based on the evidence available or due to delay in collection of evidence, the
case may be kept under observation with a specific noting made on the Spot inspection report under remarks
column as “Under observation for determination of case under Sec 126 of EA 2003”. In a normal case,
the assessing officer is expected to complete all his inspection, investigation and collection of evidence
within a reasonable period of seven days; however the same is not binding provided process of
obtaining/collection of evidence are in progress.

There are two additional provisions under sections 126 as well as 135 which appear to be over
lapping. These are discussed as under: -

The provisions of sub-section 126 explanation-b (i & ii) are: -
.... the usage of electricity
(1 by any artificial means; or

(i) by a means not authorized by the MSEDCL,

AND

Sub Sec (1) of Sec 135 of EA 2003 clearly states that ...

..... “Provided also that if it is proved that any artificial means or means not authorized by the
Board or licensee or supplier as the case may be, exist for the abstraction consumption or use of electricity
by the consumer, it shall be presumed until the contrary is proved, that any abstraction, consumption or use
of electricity has been dishonestly caused by such consumer™....




The above provision (excluding tampered meter and unauthorized premises being separately dealt in
EA 2003) indicates that, whenever a consumer uses electricity and ultimately gains by using means such as
looping of meter, changing or incorporating IC components of the meter, using remote etc, is said to have
used electricity by an artificial means. Whenever, the inspecting officer has sufficient proof of use of such
artificial means by the consumer to abstract, consume or use electricity then it would be presumed that the
same has been dishonestly caused by such consumer. Therefore, whenever a consumer is found
abstracting, consuming or using electricity by any artificial means, he is to be initially booked under
Sec 135 of EA 2003..

Similarly, the above provision under sec 135 of EA 2003 also indicates that, whenever a consumer
uses electricity and ultimately gains by using means such as hooking, tapping, bypassing meter etc, that
are not authorized by the Board or licensee or supplier then it would be presumed that the same has been
dishonestly caused by such a person or consumer. Therefore, whenever a consumer is found
abstracting, consuming or using electricity by a means not authorized by the MSEDCL, he is to be
initially booked under Sec 135 of EA 2003. Only if contrary is proved by the consumer, that he did not do
it dishonestly, the case falls under the provision of sub-sub section (ii) under section 126 explanation-b.

Whenever a case of excess load is being considered for application of Sec 135 or 126 of EA 2003, if
the consumer is or has been charged with excess load penalty and appropriate tariff as per MERC orders,
then the case does not fall under either sec.135 or 126 of EA 2003. This is because the consumer has not
gained in any way by doing so and has been penalized accordingly. Further, when the consumer uses
excess load than sanctioned/authorized by MSEDCL but such use does not attract any load penalty or tariff
change, still the case does not fall under sec 135 or 126 of EA 2003 because the consumer does not gain in
any way by doing so and he is paying the electricity charges for such consumption. As per the MERC
orders, whenever the consumer exceeds sanctioned load on more than three occasions in a calendar year, he
is to be given due notice for extension of load and excess load shall be regularized.

The provisions of sub-section 126 explanation-b (iii & iv) are as follows: -

.... the usage of electricity

(iii)  Through a tampered meter; or
(iv) For the purpose other than for which the usage of electricity was authorized.

The above provisions under sec 126 are to be applied when the dishonest intention of the consumer
cannot be clearly established. The same have been covered earlier in-depth at para 3(d)(iv) above.

The provisions of sub-section 126 explanation-b (v) states that the use of electricity is said to have
been done unauthorisedly when a person or a consumer uses the electricity for the premises or areas other
than those for which the supply of electricity was authorised. For sake of establishing the premises or areas
other than those for which the supply of electricity was authorised, the Assessing officer has to carefully
examine the premises that are mentioned in the consumers application form (Al form). In case the Al form
is not available readily, the Assessing officer is to establish the extent of premises by examining/inspecting
the land records from the consumer or the appropriate revenue authority of the area. Only when it is
established that the use of electricity is being carried out in the premises not authorised by the MSEDCL,
then such quantum of use only can be termed as unauthorised use and appropriate assessment can then be
drawn under sub-section 126 explanation-b (v) of EA, 2003.



d) Assessment and Recovery of ‘Civil liability” under Sec 126 of EA 2003. The brief
guidelines regarding assessment and recovery of civil liability in cases of section 126 of EA 2003 are
as follows:-

M If the assessing officer comes to the conclusion that such person is indulging in unauthorized
use of electricity, he shall provisionally assess to the best of his judgment the electricity
charges payable by such person or by any other person benefited by such use.

(i) The assessment shall be made for the entire period during which such unauthorised use of
electricity has taken place.

(iii) If, however, the period during which such unauthorized use of electricity has taken place
cannot be ascertained, such period shall be limited to a period of twelve months immediately
preceding the date of inspection.

(iv) The assessment under this section shall be made at a rate equal to twice the tariff
applicable for the relevant category of services.

(V) The order of provisional assessment shall be served upon the person in occupation or
possession or in charge of the place or premises. The assessed bill should be served along
with provisional assessment order, the proforma of which is placed at Annx12

(vi) Any person served with the order of provisional assessment may, accept such assessment
and deposit the assessed amount with the MSEDCL within seven days of service of such
provisional assessment order upon him.

(vii)  The person, on whom a provisional assessment order has been served, shall be entitled to
file objections, if any, against the provisional assessment before the assessing officer.

(viii)  Either they said person should deposit the provisionally assessed amount with MSEDCL or
file an objection, if any, against the provisional assessment before the assessing officer.

(ix) The Assessing officer shall, after affording a reasonable opportunity of hearing to such
person pass a final order of assessment within thirty days from the date of service of
such order of provisional assessment, of the electricity charges payable by such person.
Final assessment order proforma is placed at Annex-13

(x) Any person aggrieved by a final order made by Assessing officer under section 126 may,
within thirty days of the said order, prefer an appeal to an appellate authority in accordance
with Sec 127 of EA 2003. The assessing officer is to appear before the appellate authority
and meet the entire legal obligations on behalf of the company and the government. If
necessary, he is to take necessary legal advice and help in the matter from the Legal Wing of
concerned circle office. The GoM order nominating appellate authorities is placed at Annex-
3.

(xi) No appeal against the final order of assessment under section 126 shall be entertained unless
an amount equal to half of the final assessed amount is deposited by the person/consumer in



(xii)

(xiii)

cash or by way of bank draft with the MSEDCL and documentary evidence of such deposit
has been enclosed along with the appeal.

If the consumer neither appeals nor pays the final assessment amount within thirty days of
the said final order under Section 126 or 127, as the case may be, the consumer should be
served such bill along with a disconnection notice of 15 clear days in writing in accordance
with Sec 56 (1) of EA 2003.

In case the consumer fails to deposit the amount due upon him on or before the due date
mentioned in the disconnection notice, the supply is to be disconnected by the concerned
Office.

Handling of monetary rewards to outsider informants / MSEDCL employees.

If a consumer or a person including employee of the Company (other than his jurisdiction/working
area) provides reliable & conclusive information about theft of electricity covered under Section
135 that results in recoveries of revenue to the Company, then such consumer/person/employee
of the Company helps in recovery of revenue to the Company, then such consumer/person/employee
of the Company would be given a Monetary Reward, provided the information given by the
informant leads to the detection of theft of electricity and the consumer pays the money against theft
of electricity unconditionally. The procedure to be adopted to grant such monetary reward would be
as follows: -

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

The Monetary Rewards shall be up to 10% of the assessed theft bill given to the outsider
informants as well as the employees of MSEDCL providing information of theft other than
the area under their jurisdiction.

The Reward shall be paid to the informant only after payment of the complete theft bill and
Compounding amount. Total reward shall not exceed 10% of the theft bill paid by the
accused person/consumer.

Where the consumer involved in theft of electricity is not eligible for compounding
due to him being booked under Section 135 for second time, the final reward shall be
paid to the informant by deducting the amount of immediate reward after complete
payment of only the theft bill by the accused person/consumer.

Immediate reward will be granted & released by the billing authorities. These authorities
shall release this reward only after due verification & confirmation (which is to be recorded)
that the information provided by such an informant has resulted in the detection of the theft
of electricity and that the theft bill has been served to the accused person/consumer.

The Director (V&S), Chief Engineers, Superintending Engineers & Executive Engineers
will be the Competent Authorities to decide and grant / release the final monetary reward
depending upon the amount of the final monetary reward as given below: -



S. Competent Authority Final monetary reward amount limit
No.
i Executive Engineer Up to Rs. 50,000/- for L.T. cases
ii Superintending Engineer Up to Rs. 1,00,000/- for L.T. cases
iii Chief Engineer Above Rs. 1,00,000/- for L.T. & H.T. cases
iv Director (V&S) Full powers

® The identity of the person providing such information about theft of electricity that
results in detection and recovery of loss of revenue, shall be kept confidential.

(9) In order to keep the identity of informant confidential, the monetary rewards (Initial &
Final) are to be paid either by cash up to Rs. 20,000/- & through cheque or online transfer
(i.e. RTGS/NEFT as applicable) for amounts above Rs. 20,000/- to the  informant’s  bank
account. The necessary bank details may be collected from the informant for same.

Handling of theft cases in Lok Adalat.

With a view to reduce litigation, it is decided by the Competent Authority that steps would
be taken to get the cases u/s.135 of the Electricity Act settled through the Lok Adalats. In case there
is a request from the accused u/s.135, or there is a suggestion from the Court to that effect, the
Authorised officer should accept the same and give consent to place the cases u/s. 135 before the
Lok Adalat.

Ordinarily, Lok Adalats are held on working Saturday, non-working Saturday and Sundays.
Certain formalities are required to be completed before the case is put up before the Lok Adalat for
final disposal. Under the provisions of Legal Services Authorities Act 1987, any of the parties to the
litigation can request to the court before which the case is pending, to refer the same for its decision
through the Lok Adalat. In case we get intimation from the litigant (accused) or from the Hon’ble
Court about the particular cases being referred for disposal by Lok Adalat, we can call the persons
involved in the offence of theft u/s.135 for negotiation and can settle the matter before the date on
which the Lok Adalat is scheduled to be held. The matters can also be settled even when the same
are called before the Lok Adalat in case those are not settled prior to the date of holding of Lok
Adalat. In order to have uniform practice and give reasonable concession to the parties involved in
litigation u/s.135 of the Act, it is decided to give concession up to 10% to 15% of the total claim of
the civil liability assessed as per the MERC Regulations. This will facilitate the litigant to come
forward for amicable settlement.

For signing of settlement before Lok Adalats, the Chief Engineers are to depute concerned
Superintending Engineer, who shall exercise his powers to negotiate and settle assessed civil liability
by giving concession up to 10% to 15% thereof. For recovery of the settled amount, paid in cash or
by way of cheque payment, one person from Accounts Department is to be deputed to issue
appropriate receipt for the payment of the final civil liability arrived at. The receipt for the
compounding charges as per the Act also will have to be passed.

litigation case u/s.135 of the Electricity Act would deemed to have been finally settled in Lok
Adalat only upon payment of final civil liability arrived at and the compounding charges by the



consumer unconditionally and that there will be no concession granted whatsoever in compounding
charges specified by the government.

Jurisdiction of IGRC / CGRF / Ombudsman/Consumer forum and MERC in
electricity theft cases.

Vide the MERC (Consumer grievance redressal forum and electricity Ombudsman) regulations
2006, various authorities such as IGRC, CGRF, Ombudsman, Consumer forum or the MERC have
no jurisdiction to entertain or deal with theft of electricity cases under  sec 135 of EA 2003. The
excerpt of MERC regulation no 6.8 is as under: -

“If the Forum is prima facie of the view that any Grievance referred to it falls within any of the
following provisions of the Act the same shall be excluded from the jurisdiction of the Forum:

(@) Unauthorized use of electricity as provided under section 126 of the Act:

(b) Offences and penalties as provided under sections 135 to 139 of the Act: ...”

The above guidelines have been issued with an aim to bring synergy between various authorities of
MSEDCL that deal with different aspects of theft of electricity case. All authorities involved are
advised to, as far as possible; communicate only via emails between themselves so as to avoid
unnecessary delays, as the actions to be taken in dealing a theft of electricity case are time bound and

specific as per Electricity Act 2003.



Part B

Other Suggestive Activities to be carried out by concern Person/

Officers in matter of unauthorized use of Electricity

1. Suggestive pre-inspection activities by the inspection team.

Upon receipt of probable theft or unauthorized use of electricity information related to their
jurisdiction or while proceeding and undertaking routine technical inspection of electrical
connection, the Authorized / Assessing officer is to adhere to under mentioned procedure so as to
meet all the technical and legal requirements prescribed by various authorities from time to time.
The Pre-inspection activities may be carried out by the inspection team are enumerated below: -

(a)
(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

(f)

(@)

(h)

0)

All members of the inspection team should posses valid MSEDCL ldentity Cards.

Carry all the necessary and serviceable T&P (e.g. tong-tester, tester, phantom load, test lamp
etc.). Carry all the requisite testing equipment that is necessary depending on the category
(HT/LT) of connection to be checked. (e.g. single/three phase Accuchecks, Zera, HHU etc.)
The testing equipment so carried should be calibrated (preferably from nearest MSEDCL
lab) and the authorized officer must possess a  copy of a valid calibration certificate.

Complete consumer inspection logbook entries that are required to be maintained as
per section 8.4 of MERC Reg 2005. (Annex-14)

Ascertain the availability of supply in the general geographical area of inspection
prior departure.

If the information/intelligence of theft or unauthorized use of electricity received is that of a
valid MSEDCL consumer then obtain and analyze the CPL and MRI data of the consumer
prior inspection.

Carry all required spot inspection forms, documents, printed seal formats, plain papers for
drawing panchnama / seizer panchnama, etc.,

Be in possession of copy of the notification of GOM authorizing employees of MSEDCL
to perform various functions under the EA 2003. (Annex-3)

Letter regarding special drive, if any, from the competent authority should be kept
handy especially when operating beyond the area of jurisdiction.

The team in-charge may inform to the nearest police station in writing in case the
inspection team is knowingly proceeding to a disturbed/disputed area for theft detection.

All team members of the inspection team are to be in possession of the contact telephone
No. of the police station under whose jurisdiction the inspection site falls for timely



(k)

intimation of any or likely untoward incidence at the site of inspection. This will enable any
member of the team to intimate and get police protection if and when necessary.

The squad/team in-charge must assign specific duties and responsibilities to each of his team
member prior proceeding to the inspection site.

Suqggestive Actions/Responsibilities of the inspection team at the time of inspection.

Various actions/responsibilities of the inspection team at the time of inspection of

consumer’s premises or his metering equipment are as follows: -

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

Authorised Officer is to introduce himself & other members of the squad/team along with
briefing of inspection procedure to the consumer or his representative present on the spot,
prior commencement of spot inspection.

Conduct technical inspection of the complete metering equipment in accordance with  the
procedure laid down vide promulgated spot inspection report form (Annex-15) and obtain
HHU/MRI data wherever applicable. If for any reasons the premises or the metering
equipment is locked and the authorized officer strongly suspects and has reasons to believe
that theft of electricity exists then he is within his rights to break open such locked premises/
metering equipment, as the case may be, in accordance with sub-section 2 (a) of section 135
of EA 2003. However, he should only do so in the presence of minimum of two panchas and
must record the same in the panchnama drawn appropriately.

Authorized officer is to clearly establish the method used and the violation of specific sub-
section under sec. 135 (1) by the consumer to abstract or consume or use electricity
dishonestly OR specific sub-section under Sec. 126 explanation-b of EA 2003 and also
mention any other irregularities observed. If it is proved that any artificial means or means
not authorized by the Board or licensee or suppliers, as the case may be, exist for the
abstraction, consumption or use of electricity by theconsumer (theft done by use of remote
control), it shall be presumed, until the contrary is proved, that any abstraction,
consumption or use of electricity has been dishonestly caused by such consumer. (Section
135 1(ii) of EA 2003)

In case of an ‘unauthorized use of electricity’ it required to collect all the evidence in
support of such an unauthorised use.

The spot inspection report must be correctly and completely filled with accurate mention of
purpose of use of electricity, applicable tariff, total connected load at the time of inspection,
multiplying factor (MF) if applicable, extension of supply, if any, for the premises or areas
other than those for which the supply of electricity was authorized etc. If there exists use of
electricity for more than one purpose then connected load for each of the purpose is to
be separately and distinctly mentioned to correctly account for unauthorized use. The
Authorised officer should endeavour to obtain the signature of the consumer/occupant of the
premises or his representative who is present on site during the technical inspection. If for
any reasons, /occupant/representative refuses to sign then the same is to be specifically
mentioned as ‘Refused to sign’ in the spot inspection report.



(f)

(@)

(h)

(i)

0)

(k)

(1

The authorized officer is to co-ordinate activities amongst the squad members & also with
the local O&M staff during the site inspection for replacement of meter, disconnection  of
supply, searching/seizing & removal of any devices, instruments, wires or articles that has
been or is been used by the consumer to carry out in case of theft of electricity.

The authorized officer must demand from the consumer & examine or seize any books  of
accounts or documents which in his opinion shall be useful for or relevant to any
proceedings in respect of the Theft OR Unauthorized use of electricity after allowing him
to make copies or take extracts of any of the documents so seized.

The authorized officer must ensure presence of the consumer/occupant of such place or his
representative during the search and should prepare a detailed list of all things seized in the
course of such search duly signed by the consumer/occupant or his representative. He shall
also deliver a copy of the list of items seized to the consumer/occupant or his representative.

No inspection, search and seizure of any domestic places or domestic premises shall be
carried out between sunset and sunrise except in the presence of an adult male member
occupying such premises. A specific noting shall be made in the spot inspection report
mentioning the name of an adult male member in whose presence such an inspection was
carried out.

The inspection team should endeavor to collect every possible material, documentary,
audio/video graphic and photographic evidences so as to clearly establish  when, where,
how and who has carried out the Theft OR Unauthorized use of electricity of electricity. If
the user of electricity is other than the authorized consumer/owner of the premises then the
name of both the parties are to be clearly mentioned in the spot inspection report.

The Assistant Vigilance Officer or the officer so detailed or in case no assistant available
then the authorized officer himself is to draw a detailed Spot Panchanama, Seizure
Panchanama and Meter Opening Panchanama whichever applicable (Annex-16).

If for any reasons, the consumer/user or their representatives prevent the inspection team
from carrying out lawful inspection of the metering equipment and the use of electricity to
detect theft, by way of any hindrance/force, then the team should stop undertaking further
inspection with specific mention of hindrance/force caused by such consumer/user or their
representatives in the spot inspection report. The team should then proceed directly to the
nearest police station and lodge an FIR under relevant sections of IPC that are applicable in
the circumstances and conditions (Annex-17), and seek necessary protection/police escort to
continue with the said technical inspection of the metering equipment and consumer’s
premises from the point of discontinuation. However, the team in-charge/the authorized
officer will be the final authority to take the decision of stopping the technical inspection in
progress due to the hindrance/force caused by taking into accounts the existing
circumstances and conditions at site.

() The authorized officer is to hand over the copy of following documents to the concerned
consumer or his representative;



(n)

()

M Spot Inspection Report (Annex-15)

(i) Spot, Seizure or Meter Opening Panchanama (Annex-16)
(iif)  Assessment Sheet (Annex-18)

(iv) Theft of Energy Bill under covering letter (Annex-19)

In case the consumer or his representative refuses to sign the documents or accept any or all of

the above documents then the authorized officer is to paste the copy of such documents at a
suitable prominent place in consumer premises and take a photograph as an evidence of having
served all such documents upon the consumer.

Try to obtain photograph of consumer’s / users / representatives present during the inspection
indirectly.

Suggestive Post inspection activities.

Post inspection activities to be carried out by the Authorized / Assessing officer upon detection of
theft OR unauthorized use of electricity is as follows: -

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

(f)

The concerned S.O. / SDO be intimated details of the replacement of the meter if any along
with the details of the seized meter in writing. (Annex-20)

In case of HT consumer, the concerned Superintending Engineer being the billing authority
should be informed immediately.

In case of theft of electricity, the authorized officer should intimate the Consumer in writing
to attend the nearest MSEDCL Meter Testing Unit/Lab for detailed testing of the suspected
meter. He is to finalize the time and date of such testing of the meter in  coordination with
the concerned Meter testing Unit/lab in-charge and the consumer. (Annex-21)

In case the consumer fails to attend the testing of the suspected meter on the predetermined
time and date then the meter should be tested in presence of at least two panchas and results
obtained be intimated to the consumer by registered AD (Annex-22). Guidelines for the
purpose of meter opening are elaborated in detail at Annex-23.

Upon testing of the suspected meter in the presence or absence of the
consumer/representative/user as the case may be, obtain a detailed Test Certificate
(Annex24) from the concerned Testing Division / Unit. Testing division/ unit in- charge
must specify, as far as possible, the cause of slowness of meter.

The suspected meter is to be opened thereafter to establish the cause of error in the meter. If
necessary, the suspect meter should be compared with a similar make/type good condition
meter to pinpoint the tampering and if the cause of slowness of meter cannot be clearly
established, the same is to sent to the manufacturer/OEM and obtain from them an expert
opinion in the case.



(@)

(h)

0)

(k)

(1

(m)

(n)

()

(P)

Carry out Meter Opening Panchanama (Annex-16) with specific mention of the exact cause
due to which the incorrect reading was being recorded by the suspect meter. Video record
the Meter Opening activity, if feasible.

Analyze the consumer CPL/MRI data for determining the period of theft OR
unauthorized use of electricity and the stolen OR unauthorized used. The theft units are
to be calculated in accordance with the guidelines outlined at Annex-4 and the units used
unauthorisedly to be calculated in accordance with the guidelines.

Intimate the assessed theft OR unauthorisedly units used to the concerned billing authority
(LT —S/Dn / HT — Circle) for preparation of the theft / Provisional assessment bill.(Annex-
25)

The theft OR unauthorized use of electricity bill be duly signed either by the sub-division
officer being the billing unit In-charge or by the Officer In-charge of Flying squad being the
authorized officer, whichever is convenient.

The theft OR unauthorized use of electricity bill be calculated using online program
available on the MSEDCL web site so as to maintain correctness and uniformity throughout
the state. If, for any reasons, the access to the web site is not available then the said bill
may be prepared manually and served upon the consumer duly audited locally.

Serve the theft bill to the consumer under a covering letter mentioning relevant  provisions
of the law along with the information about the compounding of the offence when
applicable. (Annex-19)

In case of theft case, the consumer fails to pay the bill within the stipulated time period, his
supply is to be disconnected forthwith and a FIR be lodged in either the Local police
station with ‘ZERO’ no.(Relevant GR at Annex-26) or the concerned MSEDCL police
station within 24 hrs of disconnection of power supply. Sample copy of ‘Firyad’ is placed
at Annex-27.

Upon payment of the electricity theft bill and other applicable charges, the supply of the
consumer is to be restored within 48 hours of the repayment positively.

If the theft assessment bill is paid after the FIR is lodged, the compounding bill can be
served upon the consumer but only upon his written request. After due payment of such
compounding charges, it is mandatory to inform in writing, the concerned police station
where the FIR is lodged along with details of compounding.

If the theft assessment bill is paid after lodging of FIR and the case is thereafter pending
for trial in the court of law, then the compounding bill can be served upon the consumer
upon his written request and compounding done only with knowledge and permission of the
said court. After due payment of such compounding charges, it is mandatory to inform in
writing, to the concerned police station where the FIR is lodged as well as the court along
with details of compounding.



4. Suggestive Activities by Assessing officer /Sub Division office.

The actions that are contemplated to be initiated by the respective Assessing offices are as

follows: -

(a)

(b)

(©)
(d)

(€)

(f)
)
(h)

0)

(k)

(1

(m)
(n)

Prepare “Theft bill” OR “Bill for unauthorized use’ using online bill calculator on receipt of
the assessment sheet from the Authorized/Assessing officer.

In case the online theft bill calculator is not available/accessible, the said bill should be
prepared manually in accordance with the guidelines in force and be duly audited.

Serve the theft bill to the consumer and obtain his acknowledgement.

If the consumer refuses to acknowledge the receipt of the theft bill, then the
officer/employee who has proceeded to deliver the theft bill should paste the theft
bill at a prominent place in the consumer premises, preferably on the main door, mail
box, main entrance etc and take a photograph of the same as evidence.

If for any reasons, it is not possible to serve the theft bill to the consumer physically, the
same should be sent by speed post/registered AD.

Make appropriate entries in the CPL/Theft/Compounding register.

Accept theft bill payment under correct receipt type.

Accept all compounding requests from the consumer only in accordance with Circular No.
264 dated 16 May 2016 (Annex-7) and forward the same to the concerned authorized officer

for either acceptance or rejection.

Issue compounding charges chalan to the consumer only after due clearance by the
authorized officer.

Accept compounding amount payment under correct receipt type (Receipt type No.
09)

If it is decided to refuse the consumer’s request and not to compound the case, then intimate
concerned Executive Engineer/Dy. Director & also suitably intimate the consumer  about
the same. In case of refusal of compounding, direct the authorized officer to lodge FIR
immediately.

If the consumer fails to pay the theft OR unauthorized use bill amount within the notice
period, disconnect the consumers supply and in theft case intimate the authorized officer
immediately so as to enable him to lodge FIR within 24 hrs of such disconnection.

Intimate the authorized officer of recovery details (Receipt No, date & amount).

Feed necessary debit B-80 in respect of the consumer.



()

(P)

Consolidate the monthly theft cases details and receipt of compounding charges and
submit the same to the division.

Monitor the progress of outstanding theft and unauthorized use cases.

Sugqggestive Activities by Division office.

(a)

(b)
(©)

Collate monthly theft report and receipt of compounding charges of the division and
submit the audited copy to their respective circle office for onward submission.

Monitor the progress of outstanding theft and unauthorized use cases of Division.

Carry out random checking and inspection of compounding registers at the sub-  division
and theft registers at section offices.

Suggestive Activities by circle office.

(a)

(b)
(©)

(d)

(€)

(f)

)

(h)

Collate monthly theft report received from divisions and submit the audited copy to
zone for upward submission.

Monitor the progress of outstanding theft and unauthorized use cases of Circle.

On detection and reporting of theft OR unauthorized use of electricity case of any HT
consumer within his jurisdiction, the Superintending Engineer being the assessing officer in
all HT consumers, is to initiate time bound actions of  preparation and issue of theft bill
as necessary.

Accept theft OR unauthorized use of electricity bill payment under correct receipt
type.

Accept compounding request from the consumer only in accordance with Circular No. 264
dated 16 May 2016 and forward the same to the concerned authorized officer for either
acceptance or rejection.

Issue compounding charges ‘chalan’ to the consumer only after due clearance by the
authorized officer in the case.

Accept compounding amount payment under correct receipt type (Receipt type No.
09)

If it is decided to refuse the consumer’s request and not to compound the case, then direct
the authorized officer in the case to intimate immediately the higher authority/Dy. Director
& suitably intimate the consumer about the same. In case of refusal of compounding, direct
the authorized officer to lodge FIR immediately.



7.

(i)

0)
(k)
(1
(m)

(n)

()

If the consumer fails to pay the theft OR unauthorized use of electricity bill amount within
the notice period, disconnect the consumers supply and in theft case intimate the authorized
officer immediately so as to enable him to lodge FIR within 24 hrs of such disconnection.

Intimate the authorized officer of recovery details (Receipt No., date & amount).
Make appropriate entries in the CPL/Theft/Compounding register.
Feed necessary debit B-80 of the consumer.

Maintain all details & record of theft cases detected within the circle in which FIR / court
cases have been lodged. Further, the Circle ALOs are to monitor the progress of these cases
for favourable disposal.

Provide appropriate legal support to all authorized officers within the circle on as required
basis.

The circle office is to consolidate credit IBA for the circle as a whole for the amount
collected during the month as ‘compounding charges’ and account the same under Account
Code No. 47.702.8 (Schedule No. 28). It shall then raise the same to the WM Section (LC-
963) in the subsequent month positively. The WM Section shall arrange to pay/adjust
consolidated compounding amount for the Company as a whole to Government of
Maharashtra on monthly basis as per CGM(F&A) Cir No 36 dt 06 Mar 2007.

Suqggestive Activities by IT Center.

(@) The Section/Sub division wise, Theft-Stat report should be generated category-wise on monthly

basis indicating the following

Sr. Section | Month | Totalno | Total | Total no Cases | Remarks
No. of EA | & Year of no of of balance
2003 detected paid balance | beyond
cases cases cases 60 days
A 135
B 126

(b) IT Section should be in a position to generate individual case details Sec. 135 and 126 of EA

2003

8. Sugqgestive Activities by Police Station.

@) Local Police Station

M Verify the documents and accept the FIR with ‘Zero” no.
(i) Hand over / forward the same to the concerned Mahavitaran Police station as
soon as possible for further investigation and disposal.



(b) Mahavitaran Police Station

M Verify the documents and accept the FIR lodged by the authorized officer
directly or through local police station.

(i) Make necessary entries in the appropriate registers.
(i) API/ Officer-in-Charge to nominate investigating officer.

(iv) Investigating officer to conduct necessary investigation in the case in accordance
with and by adhering to the relevant sections of IPC, EA 2003 and any other orders
in force.

(V) The investigating officer is to endeavour to establish clearly as to the actual person
or persons who has been benefitted by the reported theft of electricity, the method
used for extraction of electricity dishonestly and the person/persons who have
actually done the interference with the meter, metering equipment or works of the
licensee.

(vi) In the absence of compounding of the offence by the consumer/user, the
investigating officer is to complete the investigation within reasonable time and file
charge sheet in the respective session court with the approval of the API / Officer-
in-Charge of the police station.

(vii)  In case of receipt of intimation of compounding of offence either by the Authorised
officer / complainant or the consumer/user himself then take action in accordance
with Sec 152 of EA 2003.

(viii)  Obtain due approval of the appropriate court for the final closure of the case
following established procedure.

(ix) Collate the information received from various MSEDCL authorities / Authorised
officers and maintain proper record in respect of consumers / persons involved in
theft of electricity against whom the appropriate action had  been  taken in
accordance with Sec 135 and 152 of EA 2003 but no FIR was lodged against them
due to compounding of offence.

(x) Establish mechanism to generate intelligence regarding theft of electricity and
intimate the same to respective Dy Director (VS&E) for further necessary action.

(xi) Collate and submit monthly progress report of the investigation and disposal of
cases to the Director (V&S) through their respective Dy Directors.

For the sake of explanation, the comparison between Sec. 126 and Sec. 135 of Electricity Act 2003 is
annexed herewith at ANNEXURE - 28



Annexure - 1

Extract of Electricity Act. 2003 -
Section 135 and Section 126



The Electricity Act, 2003

PART X1l
INVESTIGATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Section 126: (Assessment): --- Q) If on an inspection of any place or
premises or after inspection of the equipments, gadgets, machines, devices found
connected or used, or after inspection of records maintained by any person, the
assessing officer comes to the conclusion that such person is indulging in
unauthorized use of electricity, he shall provisionally assess to the best of his
judgement the electricity charges payable by such person or by any other person
benefited by such use.

2 The order of provisional assessment shall be served upon the
person in occupation or possession or in charge of the place or premises in such
manner as may be prescribed.

(3) The person, on whom an order has been served under sub- section
(2) shall be entitled to file objections, if any, against the provisional assessment
before the assessing officer, who shall, after affording a reasonable opportunity
of hearing to such person, pass a final order of assessment within thirty days
from the date of service of such order of provisional assessment of the electricity
charges payable by such person.]

4) Any person served with the order of provisional assessment, may,
accept such assessment and deposit the assessed amount with the licensee
within seven days of service of such provisional assessment order upon him:

2 [***]

3[(5) If the assessing officer reaches to the conclusion that unauthorised use of
electricity has taken place, the assessment shall be made for the entire period during
which such unauthorized use of electricity has taken place and if, however, the period
during which such unauthorised use of electricity has taken place cannot be ascertained,
such period shall be limited to a period of twelve months immediately preceding the date
of inspection.]

! Subs. by Act 26 of 2007, Sec.11 (w.e.f. 15™ June 2007).

% The words “Provided that in case the person deposits the assessed amount he shall not be subjected to any
further liability or any action by any authority whatsoever” omitted by Act 26 of 2007, Sec.11 (w.e.f. 15"
June 2007).

® Subs. by Act 26 of 2007, Sec.11 (w.e.f. 15" June 2007).
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(6) The assessment under this section shall be made at a rate equal to
1[twice] the tariff rates applicable for the relevant category of services specified
in sub-section (5).

Explanation.- For the purposes of this section,-

(a) “assessing officer” means an officer of a State Government or Board or
licensee, as the case may be, designated as such by the State Government;

(b) “unauthorised use of electricity” means the usage of electricity -

0] by any artificial means; or

(i) by a means not authorised by the concerned person or
authority or licensee; or

(D] through a tampered meter; or

2[(iv) for the purpose other than for which the usage of electricity
was authorised; or

(V) for the premises or areas other than those for which the

supply of electricity was authorized.”]

Section 127. (Appeal to Appellate Authority): --- (1) Any person aggrieved by
the final order made under section 126 may, within thirty days of the said order,
prefer an appeal in such form, verified in such manner and be accompanied by
such fee as may be specified by the State Commission, to an appellate authority
as may be prescribed.

2 No appeal against an order of assessment under sub-section (1) shall be
entertained unless an amount equal to 3[half of the assessed amount] is deposited
in cash or by way of bank draft with the licensee and documentary evidence of
such deposit has been enclosed along with the appeal.

€)) The appellate authority referred to in sub-section (1) shall dispose of the
appeal after hearing the parties and pass appropriate order and send copy of
the order to the assessing officer and the appellant.

4 The order of the appellate authority referred to in sub-section (1) passed
under sub-section (3) shall be final.

! subs. by Act 26 of 2007, Sec. 11 for the words “one-and-half times” (w.e.f. 15t June 2007).

2 Subs. by Act 26 of 2007, Sec. 11 (w.e.f. 15" June 2007)

¥ Subs. by Act 26 of 2007, Sec.12 for the words ““one third of the assessed amount” (w.e.f. 15t June
2007).
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(5) No appeal shall lie to the appellate authority referred to in sub-section (1)
against the final order made with the consent of the parties.

(6) When a person defaults in making payment of assessed amount, he, in
addition to the assessed amount shall be liable to pay, on the expiry of thirty
days from the date of order of assessment, an amount of interest at the rate of
sixteen per cent, per annum compounded every six months.

Section 128. (Investigation of certain matters): ---- (1) The Appropriate
Commission may, on being satisfied that a licensee has failed to comply with any
of the conditions of licence or a generating company or a licensee has failed to
comply with any of the provisions of this Act or rules or regulations made
thereunder, at any time, by order in writing, direct any person (hereafter in this
section referred to as “Investigating Authority”) specified in the order to
investigate the affairs of any generating company or licensee and to report to
that Commission on any investigation made by such Investigating Authority:

Provided that the Investigating Authority may, wherever necessary,
employ any auditor or any other person for the purpose of assisting him in any
investigation under this section.

2 Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in section 235 of the
Companies Act, 1956, the Investigating Authority may, at any time, and shall, on
being directed so to do by the Appropriate Commission, cause an inspection to
be made, by one or more of his officers, of any licensee or generating company
and his books of account; and the Investigating Authority shall supply to the
licensee or generating company, as the case may be, a copy of his report on
such inspection.

€)) It shall be the duty of every manager, managing director or other officer of
the licensee or generating company, as the case may be, to produce before the
Investigating Authority directed to make the investigation under sub-section (1),
or inspection under sub-section (2), all such books of account, registers and other
documents in his custody or power and to furnish him with any statement and
information relating to the affairs of the licensee or generating company, as the
case may be, as the said Investigating Authority may require of him within such
time as the said Investigating Authority may specify.

(4)  Any Investigating Authority, directed to make an investigation under sub-
section (1), or inspection under sub-section (2), may examine on oath any
manager, managing director or other officer of the licensee or generating
company, as the case may be, in relation to his business and may administer
oaths accordingly.
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PART XIV
OFFENCES AND PENALTIES
Section 135. (Theft of Electricity): --- 1[(1) Whoever, dishonestly, --

(a) taps, makes or causes to be made any connection with overhead,
underground or under water lines or cables, or service wires, or service
facilities of a licensee or supplier as the case may be; or

(b) tampers a meter, installs or uses a tampered meter, current reversing
transformer, loop connection or any other device or method which interferes
with accurate or proper registration, calibration or metering of electric
current or otherwise results in a manner whereby electricity is stolen or
wasted; or

(c) damages or destroys an electric meter, apparatus, equipment, or wire
or causes or allows any of them to be so damaged or destroyed as to interfere
with the proper or accurate metering of electricity,

(d) uses electricity through a tampered meter; or

(e) uses electricity for the purpose other than for which the usage of
electricity was authorised,

S0 as to abstract or consume or use electricity shall be punishable with
imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years or with fine or with
both:

Provided that in a case where the load abstracted, consumed, or used or
attempted abstraction or attempted consumption or attempted use -

(1) does not exceed 10 kilowatt, the fine imposed on first conviction shall not
be less than three times the financial gain on account of such theft of
electricity and in the event of second or subsequent conviction the fine
imposed shall not be less than six times the financial gain on account of such
theft of electricity;

(i1) exceeds 10 kilowatt, the fine imposed on first conviction shall not be less
than three times the financial gain on account of such theft of electricity and
in the event of second or subsequent conviction, the sentence shall be

! Subs. by Act 26 of 2007, Sec. 13 (w.e.f.. 15" June 2007).
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imprisonment for a term not less than six months, but which may extend to
five years and with fine not less than six times the financial gain on account
of such theft of electricity:

Provided further that in the event of second and subsequent conviction of a
person where the load abstracted, consumed, or used or attempted abstraction or
attempted consumption or attempted use exceeds 10 kilowatt, such person shall
also be debarred from getting any supply of electricity for a period which shall
not be less than three months but may extend to two years and shall also be
debarred from getting supply of electricity for that period from any other source
or generating station:

Provided also that if it is proved that any artificial means or means not
authorized by the Board or licensee or supplier, as the case may be, exist for the
abstraction, consumption or use of electricity by the consumer, it shall be
presumed, until the contrary is proved, that any abstraction, consumption or use
of electricity has been dishonestly caused by such consumer.

(1A) Without prejudice to the provisions of this Act, the licensee or supplier, as
the case may be, may, upon detection of such theft of electricity, immediately
disconnect the supply of electricity:

Provided that only such officer of the licensee or supplier, as authorized for
the purpose by the Appropriate Commission or any other officer of the licensee
or supplier, as the case may be, of the rank higher than the rank so authorised
shall disconnect the supply line of electricity:

Provided further that such officer of the licensee or supplier, as the case may
be, shall lodge a complaint in writing relating to the commission of such offence
in police station having jurisdiction within twenty four hours from the time of
such disconnection:

Provided also that the licensee or supplier, as the case may be, on deposit or
payment of the assessed amount or electricity charges in accordance with the
provisions of this Act, shall, without prejudice to the obligation to lodge the
complaint as referred to in the second proviso to this clause, restore the supply
line of electricity within forty-eight hours of such deposit or payment.]
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(2) 1Any officer of the licensee or supplier as the case may be,] authorized in
this behalf by the State Government may --

(@) enter, inspect, break open and search any place or premises in
which he has reason to believe that electricity 2[has been or is
being,] used unauthorisedly;

(b) search, seize and remove all such devices, instruments, wires and
any other facilitator or article which has been, or is being, used for
unauthorized use of electricity;

(c) examine or seize any books of account or documents which in his
opinion shall be useful for or relevant to, any proceedings in
respect of the offence under sub-section (1) and allow the person
from whose custody such books of account or documents are
seized to make copies thereof or take extracts therefrom in his
presence.

€)) The occupant of the place of search or any person on his behalf shall
remain present during the search and a list of all things seized in the course of
such search shall be prepared and delivered to such occupant or person who
shall sign the list:

Provided that no inspection, search and seizure of any domestic places
or domestic premises shall be carried out between sunset and sunrise except in
the presence of an adult male member occupying such premises.

4 The provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973, relating to search
and seizure shall apply, as far as may be, to searches and seizure under this Act.

Section 136. (Theft of electric lines and materials): --- (1)  Whoever,
dishonestly --

(@) cuts or removes or takes way or transfers any electric line,
material or meter from a tower, pole, any other installation or place
of installation or any other place, or site where it may be rightfully
or lawfully stored, deposited, kept, stocked, situated or located
including during transportation, without the consent of the licensee

! Subs. by Act 26 of 2007, Sec. 13 for the words “Any officer authorized” (w.e.f. 15t June 2007)
2 Subs. by Act 57 of 2003, Sec. 5 for the words “has been or is being or is likely to be”” (w.e.f. 27" January,
20004).
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section 137, or section 138, on his conviction for such abetment, may also be
cancelled by the licensing authority:

Provided that no order of such cancellation shall be made without giving such
person an opportunity of being heard.

Explanation.- For the purposes of this sub-section, “licencing authority” means
the officer who for the time being in force is issuing or renewing such licence or
certificate of competency or permit or such other authorisation.]

Section 151. (Cognizance of offences):

No court shall take cognizance of an offence punishable under this Act
except upon a complaint in writing made by Appropriate Government or
Appropriate Commission or any of their officer authorized by them or a Chief
Electrical Inspector or an Electrical Inspector or licensee or the generating
company, as the case may be, for this purpose.

[Provided that the court may also take cognizance of an offence punishable under
this Act upon a report of a police officer filed under section 173 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1973:

Provided further that a special court constituted under section 153 shall be
competent to take cognizance of an offence without the accused being committed
to it for trial ]

2[151A. For the purposes of investigation of an offence punishable under this Act,
the police officer shall have all the powers as provided in Chapter XII of the
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973.

151B. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Criminal Procedure,
1973, an offence punishable under sections 135 to 140 or section 150 shall be
cognizable and non-bailable.]

Section 152. (Compounding of offences): --- (1) Notwithstanding anything
contained in the Code of Criminal Procedure 1973, the Appropriate Government
or any officer authorized by it in this behalf may accept from any consumer or
person who committed or who is reasonably suspected of having committed an
offence of theft of electricity punishable under this Act, a sum of money by way
of compounding of the offence as specified in the Table below:

! Ins. by Act 26 of 2007, Sec.15 (w.e.f. 15" June 2007).
2 Ins. by Act 26 of 2007, Sec.16 (w.e.f. 15" June 2007).
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Nature of Service Rate at which the sum of money for = Compounding
to be collected per Kilowatt(KW)/Horse Power(HP)
or part thereof for Low Tension (LT) supply and per
Kilo Volt Ampere(KVA) of contracted demand for
High Tension (HT)

1 )
1. Industrial Service twenty thousand rupees;
2. Commercial Service ten thousand rupees;
3. Agricultural Service two thousand rupees;
4. Other Services four thousand rupees:

Provided that the Appropriate Government may, by notification in the
Official Gazette, amend the rates specified in the Table above.

(2 On payment of the sum of money in accordance with sub-section (1), any
person in custody in connection with that offence shall be set at liberty and no
proceedings shall be instituted or continued against such consumer or person in
any criminal court.

€)) The acceptance of the sum of money for compounding an offence in
accordance with sub-section (1) by the Appropriate Government or an officer
empowered in this behalf empowered in this behalf shall be deemed to amount
to an acquittal within the meaning of section 300 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1973.

(4)The Compounding of an offence under sub-section (1) shall be allowed only
once for any person or consumer.
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Offences

Section

Punishment

Cognizable/
Non-cognizable

Compoundable/
Non-compoundable

Theft of
electricity

135

Imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years or with fine or

with

both:

Provided that in a case where the load abstracted, consumed, or used or

attempted abstraction or attempted consumption or attempted use -

(i) does not exceed 10 kilowatt, the fine  imposed on first conviction
shall not
be less than three times the financial gain on account of such theft of
electricity and in the event of second or subsequent conviction the
fine
imposed shall not be less than six times the financial gain on account
of such theft of electricity;

(i) exceeds 10 kilowatt, the fine imposed
on first conviction shall not be less
than three times the financial gain on account of such theft of
electricity and in the event of second or subsequent conviction, the
sentence shall be imprisonment for a term not less than six months,
but which may extend to five years and with fine not less than six
times the financial gain on account of such theft of electricity

Non-cognizable

Compoundable
(But only once for
any person or
consumer)

Theft of
electric lines
and materials

136

Imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years or with fine or

with both.

(2) If a person, having been convicted of
An offence punishable under  subsection (1) is again guilty of an
offence punishable under that sub-section, he shall be punishable for
the second or subsequent offence for a term of imprisonment which
shall not be less than six months but which may extend to five years
and shall also be liable to fine which shall not be less than ten
thousand rupees.

Non-cognizable

Non-compoundable

Receiving
stolen
property

137

Imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to three
years or with fine or with both

Non-cognizable

Non-compoundable




Unauthorized 138 Imprisonment for a term which may Non-cognizable | Non-compoundable
interference extend to three years, or with fine which may extend to ten thousand
with meters or rupees, or with both, and, in the case of a continuing offence, with a
works of daily fine which may extend to five hundred rupees
licensee
Negligently 139 | Fine up to ten thousand rupees Non-cognizable | Non-compoundable
wasting
electricity
or injuring
works
Maliciously 140 | Fine up to ten thousand rupees Non-cognizable | Non-compoundable
wasting
electricity
or injuring
works
Extinguishing 141 | Fine up to two thousand rupees Non-cognizable | Non-compoundable
Public lamps.
non- 142 | Penalty, which shall not exceed one lakh rupees for each contravention | Non-cognizable | Non-compoundable
compliance of and in case of a continuing failure with an additional
directions by penalty which may extend to six thousand rupees for every day during
Appropriate which the failure continues after contravention of the first such direction
Commission
Non- 146 Imprisonment up to three months or with fine up to one lakh rupees, or | Non-cognizable | Non-compoundable
compliance with both in respect of each offence and in the case of a continuing
of orders or failure, with an additional fine which may extend to five thousand
directions rupees for every day during which the failure continues after conviction
of the first such offence
Offences by 149 | Person in charge of and was responsible to company is to be punished. -- --
companies
Abatement 150 | Punishment is as provided for offence committed. -- --
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Record of theft related information



Records of Theft Information

Sr.
no

Letter
no./mail
/call
received
date

Details
of
theft
informer

Details of
theft
information

Authorized
officer
nominated
to
initiate the
action

Detail

result

of site
inspection
with Date

Assessment
Amt. with
details

Recovery
Amt.
with

details

Remark




Annexure - 3

Government of Maharashtra Gazette
Notification indicating delegation of Powers
to MSEDCL Officers



VIAMAVITARAN

Maharashta State Electricity Distribution Co. Lto.

Mahar ashtra State Electricity Distribution Co. Ltd.

Prakashgad, Plot No.G-9, Bandra (East), Mumbai — 400 051
& (P) 264 4753, (O) 26474211 / 26472131, Fax- 26472366, Website : www.mahadiscom.in

No.PR-3/COS /37722 DATE : 16/10/2006

COMMERCIAL CIRCULAR No. 46

Sub : Authorization of employees of the MSEDCL to perform
various functions under the Electricity Act 2003.

Ref : Government Notification dated 26 Sep 2006.

With reference tc the above subject, all field officer are informed that
Government of Maharashtia has issued Gazette Notification (Copy enclosed) as
referred above for authorizing the Cfficers/Employees of the Maharashtra State
Electricity Distribution Company Lid, to performed various mandatory functions
i.e Assessing Officer under Section 126, power to investigation/search /seizer
under Section 135 of Electricity Act, 2003.

deal the cases effectively.

To,

The All Chief Engineer, MSEDCL.

The All Superintending Engineer, MSEDCL.
The All Executive Engineer, MSEDCL.

The All Dy. Executive Engineer, MSEDCL.
The All Asstt. Engineerr, MSEDCL.

D:\MAHADISCOM CIRCULARS\COMM CIR\Cor:m_CircularNo.46.doc
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Industries, Energy and Labour Department
Mantralaya, Mumbai-400032.

" NOTIFICATION

Dated the 25" September, 2006

“iectricity No. TEA 2006 / CR 477(2)/ NRG-3 : In exercise of the poweis conferred by sub-section
(2) of Section 135 of the Electricity Act, 2003 (36 of 2603) and of all other powers

enabling it in that behalf, and in supersession of the two Covernment Notifications,

Act, 2003

Industries, Energy and Labour Departmgnt,'fNo.- IFA.1003/CR-1356/NRG-4 dated the 21
June 2004 (published at page Nos. 341 to 342 and 346 to 347, respectively, in the
Maharashtra GovemAment' G:azette,. Extraordinary, Fart IV-A, dated the 21% June 2004 ),
the Government of Maharashtra here_by authorises the officers mentioned in column (2)

of the Schedule appended hereto, of the Distribution Licensees mentioned in column 3)

thereof, to exercise the powers uncer Clauses (2) and (b) sub-section (2) of said Section

135, within the respective 2rea of supply of electricity; in respect of the category of

electricity consumers specified in coitmn (4) of the said Schedule

SCHEDULE
Sr. - Officers Distribution Category of
No. Licensce electricity
- consumers
€)) @ (3) 4
i. Sub Engineer/Jurior Engineer (Section Low Tension
Office)/Junior Engineer of Special Squad/ consumers
Assistant Engincei/ Denuty Executive
Engineer from Operation and Maintenance
of concerned area of MSEDCL/Executive
Maharashtra

Engineer & Deputy Execuiive Enginesr of
Flying Squad (Vigilance & Security)/
Executive Engineer from OGpetation and

Maintenance of concerned area of MSEDCL -

and Deputy Executive Enginzer & Junior
£

Engineer Commercial Iritelligence units of
MSEDCL. .

Executive Engineer & Deputy Executive
Engineer of Flying Squad (Vigilance &
Security)/Executive Engineer/
Superintending Engineer/Chief Engineer
from Operation and Maintenance of
concerned aiea of MSEDCL and Deputy
Executive Engineer & Junior Engineer
Commercial Intelligence units of MSEDCL.

347706NotfnC002

State Electricity

Distribution
Coimpany
Limited
High Tension
consumers



To,

Deputy  Executive Engineer Executive
Engineer of Sub-Division Office. Assistant
Engineer, - Assistant  Engineer (Vigilance
Squad), Deputy Executive Engineer
(Testing)) of MPECSL -

Deputy Executive Engineer (Testing)
Project Engineer and Executive Director of
MPECSL.

The, Officer not below the rank of Deputy
Manger of Reliance Energy Limited

Senior Manger(Consumers Relation) of
Tata Power Company iimitad

Divisional Engineer,Commercial (Scuth),
Divisional Engineer,Commercial (North),
Superintendent Electric Consumer(Sotith),
Superintendent Electric Consumer(North)
and Divisional Engineer (Vigilance } of
BEST.

fLow Tension
consumers
The Mula-Prava. a
Electric Co-
operative Society
Limited,
Shrirampur High Tension
(MPECSL) consumers

Reliance Energy
Limited

Tata Power
Company (TPC)

The
BrihanMumbai
Electric Supply
and Transport

Undertaking

(Best)

Al Consumess

All Consumers

All Consumers

By order and in the name of the Governor of Maharashtra,

N

( Dr. Bhagw‘a'n
Secretary to Government

Sahai )

e

5 s

ER LA

The Manager, Govemment Press, Chami Road, Mumbai. He & re.quested to
publish the said Notification in Extra-ordinary Gazette part 4-A and retum 100 copies of
the print to this Department,

( U.S. Bhoite )
Deputy Secretary to Government of Maharashtra

347T06NotthC002
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Elec _‘ricity

Act, 2003

Industries, Energy and Labour Department
Mantralaya, Mumbai-400032. ’
Dated the 26" September, 2006

NOTIFICATION

No. IEA 2006 / CR 477{3) / NRG-3 .- In exercise of the powers conferred by

sub-section (2) of Section 135 of the Electricity Act, 2003 (36 of 2063) and of all other

powers enabling it in that behaif, and in supersessicn of the Government Notification,
Industries, Energy and Labour Department, No. IFA.1003/CR-1356/NRG-4, dated the
21% June 2064 ( published at page Nos. 346 to 347, in the Maharashtra Gevernment
Gazette, Extraordinary, Fart IV-A, dated thie 21 June 2004 ), the Govemment of
Maharashtra hereby authorises the ofﬁckers-mentioned in column (2) of the Schedule

appended hereto, of the Distribution Licensee mentioned in column (3) thereof, to

exercise the powers under clause (c) sub-section (2) of said Section 135, within their

respective area of supply of electricity.

SCHEDULE

Sr. Cfficers Distribution Licensee

No.

(1) @ (3)

1. The Officers not below the rank of Executive Engineer Maharashtra State
& Deputy BExecutive Engineer of Flying Squad Electricity Distribution
(Vigilance & Security) and Junior Engineer of Special Company Ltd.

Squad and Deputy Executive Engineer & Junior
Engineer Commerciar Intelligence units of MSEDCL . .

2. The Officers not below the rank of Deputy Executive The Mula-Pravara Eleciric
Engineer of  Sub-Divisicn Office, Deputy Executive Co-opzrative Society
Engineer (Testing} and Assistant Engineer of Limited, Shriramour
( Vigilance Squad) of MPECSL (MPECSL)

3. The Officer not below the rank of Additional Manger of Reliance Energy Limited
Reliance Energy Limited ' .

4, The Officer not balow the rank of Additional Manger of Tata  Power  Company
Tata Power Comipany Limifzd Limited (TPC)

5. The Officer not beiow the rank of Superintendent The BrihanMumbai Electric

Electric Consumer and Divisional Engineer (Vigilance )
of BEST.

and Transport Undertaking
(Best)

By crder and it the name of the Govemnor of Maharashtra,7
!

( Dr. Bhagwan Sahai ) S

N
oL ‘-h«\ - 7

Secretary to Government



: Industries, Enefgy & Labour Department
Mantralaya Mumbai - 400 032 _
Dated the 26 September 2006

NOTIFICATION

Electricity
Act, 2003 . _ , '
No. IEA-2006/C. R. 477 (1) / NRG - 3: In exercise of the powers conferred by

section 126 of the Electricity Act, 2003 (36 of 2003) and of all other powers enabling it
in that behalf, and in saper'séssion of the Government Notification, Industries, Energy &
Labour Department, No. IFA, 1003/C R 1356/NRG-4, dated the 30" October 2003
(publlshed at page No.689 in the Maharashtra Govemment Gazette, Extraordinary, Part
IV-A, dated the 30" October 2003), the Govemment of Maharashtra hereby designates
the officers of the Maharashtra State Electricity Distribution Company Limited
(hereinafter.referreu to as “the saic Distributioni Company”} mentioned in columr; (2) of
thé Schedule appended hereto to be the “Assessing Officers" for the purposes of
exercise of the powers under said section 126, within the area of supply of electricity of
the said Distribution Company; in respect of the category of elactricity consumers

mentioned in column (3) of the said Schadule.

SHEDULE
Sr. No. ‘ Officers Category of Electricity Consumer
1 . @ 3)
1. Assistant Engineer / Deputy Executive Low Tension Consumers

Engineer / Deputy Executive Engineer

(Flying Squad) / Executive Engineer

from Operation & Maintenance of

concerned area
2. Superintending  Engineer / Chief High Tension Consumers

Engineer from Operation & Maintenance

of concerned area.

By Order & in the name of Govemor of Maharashtra.
. N {‘. \

' Vi A

; ‘_,"'Lf\./’\./" R "

( Dr. Bhagwan Sahai) ~ ». v

- Secretary to Government



The Manager, Government Press, Chami Rcad, Mumbai. He is requested to

publish the said Notification in Extra-ordinary Gazette part 4-A and retum 100 copies of

the print to this Department. \b ™

Copy:

L

(U.S. Bhoite ) ‘
Deputy Secretary to Govermniment of Maharashtra

The Secretary, Ministry of Power, Govt. of India, Shram Shakti Bhavan, Rafi Marg,
New Deihi-110 001.
The Joint Secretary, Ministry of Power, Govt. of India, Shram Shakti Bhavan, Rafi

Marg, New Deihi-110 001.

The Secretary, MERC, World Trade Centre, Centre No 1, 13% floor, Cut

-
Y
e

e parade,

- Colaba; Mumbai-400 005.

The Principal Secretary, Public Works Department, Mantralaya,Mumbai-400 032.

The Chief Engineer (Electrical), Muinbai, Public Works Department, Chembur (E),
Mumbai-400 072, | |

Managing Director,Maharashtra State Eiectri;ci_ty Board Holding Company Limited,
prakashgad, Bandra (East), Mumbai-400 051.

Managing Director,Maharashtra State Slecty ;.;T:; Distribution Company

s

Limited, prakashgad, Bandia (East), Murnbzi-430 05

[ 1
i
O

) C..D

o

Managing Director,Maharashtra State Electricity Generation Cormpany

Limited, prakashgad, Bandra (East), Mumbai-420 051,

Managing Dxrector,Maharashtra State tleciricity Transmissicn Company

Limited, prakashganga, Band-a (East), Mumbai-400 051,

Chairman & Managing Director, Reliance E nergy Lid, Reliance Centre, Santacruz,
(East), Mumbai-400 055.

The General Manager, BEST, BEST Ghavan, 5EST Mearg, Mumbai-400001.

The Mandgmg Director, Tata Powsr Company Lid, Bombay House, Homy Modi
Street, Mumbai-400 001.

Executive Director,The Mula-Pravaia Electric Co-oparative Socialy Lid Shrirampur,
Dist- Ahamadnagar.

All Electrical Inspector,Industries, Energy and Lab xsf Department

Director General, Information and Pubiic Fc‘:‘;'.isn, GCM, Mantralava. He i3 requested
to publish the said Notirication cn GoM Web-site & also in local Newspaper for
publicity.

All Desks (Energy Section), I E. & L. D \Ssiact File (NRG-3)

347706NotinCeo3



Beforethe
MAHARASHTRA ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION
World Trade Centre, Centre No.1, 13" Floor, Cuffe Parade, Mumbai 400 005.
Td. No. 022 22163964/65/69 — Fax 022 22163976
E-mail mercindia@mercindia.org.in
W ebsite: www.mer cindia.org.in

In the matter of
Providing authority to disconnect supply line of electricity in accordance with the fir st
proviso to Section 135 (1A) of the Electricity Act, 2003 asinserted by The Electricity
(Amendment) Act, 2007 (No. 26 of 2007).

Dr Pramod Deo, Chairman
Shri A. Velayutham, Member
Shri S.B.Kulkarni, Member

ORDER
Dated: August 13, 2007

In exercise of the powers conferred under the first Proviso of sub-section (1A) of
Section 135 of the Electricity Act, 2003 (36 of 2003) as inserted by The Electricity
(Amendment) Act, 2007 (No.26 of 2007), the Maharashtra Electricity Regulatory Commission
hereby authorises the following officers mentioned in the Schedule appended hereto of the
Digribution Licensees and supplier mentioned in column (3) thereof, to exercise the powers
under the first proviso of sub section (1A) of said Section 135 to disconnect the supply line of
electricity, within the respective area of supply of dectricity; in respect of the category of

electricity consumers specified in column (4) of the said Schedule.

Schedule
Serial Officers Distribution | Category of
No. 2 Licensee/ Electricity
1) Franchisee | Consumers
(©) (4)

1. Sub Engineer / Junior Engineer (Section Office) / | Maharashtra Low Tension
Junior Engineer of Special Squad / Assigant | State Consumers
Engineer / Deputy Executive Engineer from | Electricity
Operation and Maintenance of concerned area of | Distribution
MSEDCL / Executive Engineer and Deputy | Company Ltd.

Executive Engineer of Flying Squad (Vigilance &

Security) / Executive Engineer from Operation and

Maintenance of concerned area of MSEDCL and

Deputy Executive Engineer and Junior Engineer

Commercial Intelligence Units of MSEDCL.

Executive Engineer & Deputy Executive Engineer High
of Flying Squad (Vigilance & Security) / Executive Tension
Engineer / Superintending Engineer / Chief Consumers
Engineer from Operation and Maintenance of

concerned area of MSEDCL and Deputy Executive

Engineer & Junior Engineer Commercial

Intelligence units of MSEDCL.



mailto:mercindia@mercindia.org.in
http://www.mercindia.org.in

2. Deputy Executive Engineer, Executive Engineer of | The Mula | Low Tension
Sub-Division Office. Assistant Engineer, Assistant | Pravara Consumers
Engineer (Vigilance Squad), Deputy Executive | Electric  Co-

Engineer (Testing) of MPECS. operative

Deputy Executive Engineer (Testing), Project | Society Ltd. High

Engineering Executive Director of MPECS. Shrirampur Tension
(MPECSL) Consumers

3. Junior Engineer, Engineer, Deputy Manager, | Reliance Low Tension
Additional Manager, Manager, Senior Manager. Energy Consumers
Senior Engineer, deputy Manager, Additiona | Ltd.(REL) High
Manager, manager, Manager, Senior Manager Tension

Consumers

4. Senior Manager (Consumers Relation) of Tata| Tata ~ Power All

Power Company Limited Company Ltd. | Consumers
(TPC)

5. Sub-Engineer, Deputy Engineer and Assistant | The  Brihan LT
Engineer. Mumbai Consumer
Superintendent, Divisional Engineer Electric H.T.

Supply and | Consumer
Transport

Undertaking

(BEST)

6. Assisant General Manager, Manager and Assistant | M/s  Torrent All
Manager, equivalent executives from MSEDCL | Power Ltd. | Consumers
Employees taken on Deputation Ahmedabad on

behal f of
MSEDCL.
Sd/- Sd/- Sd/-
(S.B. Kulkarni) (A. Vdayutham) (Dr.Pramod Deo)
Member Member Chairman
(P.B.Patil)

Secretary, MERC




Annexure -4

Method of Assessment in case of Theft
of Electricity



ANNEXURE TO COMMERCIAL CIRCULAR NO. 133 DATE 15/02/2011
ANNEXURE-A

GUIDELINES TO BE FOLLOWED IN RESPECT OF METHOD OF ASSESSMENT
OF ELECTRICITY CHARGES PAYABLE IN CASE OF THEFT OF ELECTRICITY

1) Inspection of electrical installation:-

1.1  Inspection of any electrical installation shall be carried out by authorized
persons notified by GoM under Electricity Act 2003 section 135(2) and this person
may,

a) enter, inspect, break open & search any place or premises in which he
has reasonto believe that electricity (has beenor is being) unauthorized used;

b) search, seize and remove all such devices, instruments, wires & any
other facilitator or article which (has been or is being), used for
unauthorized use of electricity;

C) examine or seize any books of account or documents which in his opinion
shall be useful for or relevant to any proceedings in respect of the offence
under sub- section(l) and allow the person from whose custody such books
of account or documents are seized to make copies thereof or take extracts
there from in his presence'.

1.2 The Inspection team shall be well equipped with all portable testing equipments
like energy calibration meter (accucheck meter) duly calibrated from authorized
agency, tong tester, preferably having features of measurement of load, voltage,
current & power factor, MRI, etc. & other required Tools & Protective Devices.

1.3  During the inspection of the installation, the size of the service cable, capacity of
the meter, condition of meter, Potential Transformers & Current Transformers
should be recorded clearly and same should be considered in mind while doing the
assessmentof consumption of electricity.

1.4 Slowness of a meter may be considered for assessment purpose. However, Assessment
shall not be carried out purely & only on the basis of accuracy error of the
meter, especiallywhen the meter is abnormally slow or fast ( more than 70% slow/fast).

1.5 The inspection shall be carried out carefully & judiciously & no further
immediate re-inspection shall be carried out, for revision of assessed bill.

2) Method of Assessment.

2.1  High Tension Consumers

2.1.1 DEMAND CHARGES: For the purpose of assessment of maximum demand
for the month, Contract Demand or 60% of the actual Connected Load found at the
time of inspection, whichever is higher, shall be taken as Maximum Demand and
billed accordingly;



2.1.2 ENERGY CHARGES: The quantum of energy consumption of the Industries

shall be determined as follows:

a) Single Shift Working: Assessed MD in kW X 7 Hours X 25 Days X L.F
b) Two Shift Working: Assessed MD in kW X 14 Hours X 25 Days X L.F
c) Three Shift Working: Assessed MD in kW X 21 Hours X 25 Days X L.F.

While calculating the energy charges for other consumer categories working in
general shifts, commercial establishments, etc., the working hours & working

days should be considered as per actual, e.g. For Continuous Industries, Bedded

Hospitals, the working Hours shall be considered as 24 hours & working days shall
be considered as 30 days.

2.1.3 LOAD FACTOR:- For Assessment of energy consumption during the period of

theft of electricity, appropriate "Load Factor" as given here below shall be
considered:

TYPE OF INDUSTRY LOAD FACTOR %
Power Intensive Industries, like Steel Plants, Ferro 80
Alloys Industries, Cold Storages,
Textile / Dyeing Industries, IT/ ITES Industries 60
All other Industries, including Hotel Industries 40

(Note: For seasonal industries like Ice Factories commercial circular no. 129 dated 15/4/91 shall be
refereed)

2.2

2.2.1

2.2.2

These load factors to be considered unless a higher load factor can clearly be proven

LOW TENSION CONSUMERS:

FIXED CHARGES | DEMAND CHARGES: In case of consumers who are
not billed under LT MD Tariff, for the purpose of the assessment of "Fixed
Charges” for the month, actual connected load at the time of inspection shall
be taken as Sanctioned Load and billed accordingly.  However, when the
consumer detected in theft of electriCity, is billed under LT MD Tariff, for
the purpose of assessment of maximum demand for the month, Contract Demand
or 60% of the actual Connected Load found atthe time of inspection, whichever
is higher, shall be taken as Maximum Demand and billed accordingly;

ENERGY CHARGES: The quantum of energy consumption shall be
determined as follows:

Assessed Consumption = Connected Load found at the time of inspection in
kW (or Assessed MD in kW if consumer is billed under LT MD Tariff) X
Diversity Factor X Load Factor X Working Hours per Day X Number of Days in a
Month;



2.2.3 The Diversity Factor, Load Factor, Working Hours per Day, Number of Days in a
Month, etc. for the different categories of the consumers shall be as given below:

L.F.XD.F. | WORKING | NUMBER
CATEGORY | Sub-category % HOURS PER | OF DAYS
DAY PER MONTH
Lights & Fans 25 24 30
Domestic Heating & cooling 50 As per actual 30
equipments working hours
Shops 50 10 25
Malls 50 10 30
Non-Domestic | Office establishments 50 8 25
Other category like 50 As per actual |
hospitals, school, etc working hours As per actua
General Motive 7 per Working
Power (LTP-G) 60 Shift or 10 for
& Others General Shift

3) GENERAL GUIDELINES:

In  respect of both, Low Tension as well as High Tension consumers, following
guidelines shall be given judicious consideration while determining the assessment
vis-a-vis  Energy Consumption, after verifying the documents & recording the reasons
thereof.

3.1 Load Shedding;
3.2 Closure of Industry on account of Strike, Lock Out, etc;
3.3 Break Down of Equipment, viz. Transformer, Cables, etc;

3.4  Last through check - up by the concerned Testing Engineers, at the time of
replacement of Meter / CTs./ PTs. ;

3.5 Inspection of Meter & Metering Equipment by the Flying Squad/O & M Staff;

3.6 Date of connection, date of Reduction/increase in Contract Demand and/
or Reduction/increase in Connected Load;

3.7 Purpose of connection & category of the prevailing tariff accordingly;

3.8 In case of Express or Group express feeder, the consumption of the substation
or Check meter, subject to calibration of the meter.

-- SD---
Chief Engineer (Commercial)
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Revised Compounding Charges



Maharashtra State EIectric?ty blstnbutlon Co Ltd
Maharashtra State Electricity Distribution Co. Ltd.

Prakashgad, Plot No.G-9, Bandra (East), Mumbai —~ 400 051
B (P) 26474753, (0) 26474211 /1 26472131, Fax- 26472366, Website. www mahadiscom.in

No. P-com /Theft / No 19 1 4 O Date: D § JUL 2013

COMMERCIAL CIRCULARNO. 9 ¢ O

Sub: Revision of Compounding Charges.

Ref: 1. Commercial Circular No. 133 dated 15.02.2011.
2. Government Notification dated 14 May 2013.

With reference to above subject, all field officers are informed that Government of Maharashtra
has issued Gazette Notification dated 14.05.2013 regarding revision of compounding charges.

The theft cases detected under Section 135 are compoundable as per Section 152 of the
Electricity Act 2003. The offence under Section 135 is compoundable only once. Compounding of the
offence is done if the accused show willingness to pay the civil liabilities and compounding charges.

The revised compounding charges as per Section 152 are as given below:

Rate at which the sum of money for compounding to be
Service collected per Kilowatt (kW) / Horse Power (HP) or
Sr. Nature of Service part thereof for Low Tension (LT) supply and per Kilo Volt
No. Ampere (KVA) of Contracted Demand for High Tension
(HT) supply
Previous Rates Revised Rates
1 Industrial Twenty Thousand Rupees Ten Thousand Rupees
2 Commercial Ten Thousand Rupees Five Thousand Rupees
3 Agriculture Two Thousand Rupees One Thousand Rupees
4 Other Four Thousand Rupees Two Thousand Rupees

All are directed to follow the above instructions strictly. The revised compounding charges as per
the above rates shall be recovered from the date of Government Natification i.e. 14.05.2013. The theft
cases registered prior to Government Notification dated 14.05.2013 is to be dealt as per previous rates of
compounding charges. The Other conditions for compounding of theft cases are as under:

a) The consumer or the person (accused) detected indulging in the "Theft of Electricity" can request
for compounding of offences before the criminal complaint is lodged in the appropriate Court or
even thereafter and the Officer of the Board so authorized by the State Government in this regard
may consider the same, provided the consumer / person deposits a sum of money for
compounding of offence at the rate as prescribed above.

b) It shall neither be obligatory nor binding on the Authorized Officer to permit compounding of
offences in every case and such compounding of offense shall be permitted only after the
consumer / person has unconditionally paid the assessed "Civil Liability".

c) Even after the consumer / person has unconditionally paid the assessed "Civil Liability", if the
Authorized Officer has any objection for permitting the compounding of offences, he shall in
writing submit his objections to the higher authority (in case of 0 & M personnel - Officer not
below the rank of Executive Engineer & in case of Flying Squad units - Deputy Director) and shall



obtain orders from such authority as to whether the compounding of offence should be permitted
or the criminal complaint should be further prosecuted.

d) If the consumer shows willingness to compound the offence, notice specifying assessment
amount shall be issued immediately along with copies of Panchanama etc. After the payment of
assessment amount, compounding charges bill has to be issued immediately. If the consumer
pays the amount immediately, F. 1. R. shall not be filed, but F. 1. R. shall not be delayed if the
consumer does not pay the amount of compounding and assessment for theft immediately.

e) The Authorized Officer shall maintain a separate register and shall make necessary entries in such
register of all the cases where the consumer / person has requested in writing for compounding
of offences by depositing the sum of money as per prescribed rate.

f) The facility of compounding of offences shall be permitted only once and therefore in all such
cases, where the consumer has been permitted compounding of offences, necessary entry shall
be taken on the "Consumer Personal Ledger" of such consumer so as to avoid such permission
being given to a consumer on more than one occasion.

g) In respect of persons other than the consumers of the MSEDCL, a separate register for

compounding of offences shall be maintained, so that the said register can be verified to ascertain
whether such person has previously been permitted the facility of compounding of offences.

All field officers are requested to take due note of revised Compounding Charges and take
necessary action accordingly.

Encl: Govt. Notification Q 4
TR AR I

Chief Engineer (Commercial)

Copy: As per mailing List.

C:\RBB\COS\Compounding amount.doc



RNI No. MAHBIL /2009/31733
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HERTE S IO AWURTT HET TR-3A, § R0, 003/AWE 9, Tk 2334 R

INDUSTRIES, ENERGY AND LABOUR DEPARTMENT

Madam Cama Marg, Hutatma Rajguru Chowk, Mantralaya,

SRl AN e s = AU SR IS a8 N

Mumbai 400 032, dated the 14th May 2013

NOTIFICATION

EvecTrICITY ACT, 2003.

No. Misc.2012/C.R.1256/NRG-5.— In exercise of the powers conferred by the proviso to sub-
section (I) of section 152 of the Elecricity Act, 2003 (36 of 2003), in its application to the State of
Maharashtra, the Government of Maharashtra hereby amends the rates specified in column (2) of the
TABLE below sub-section (1) of the said section 152, at which the sum of money for compounding of
an offence of theft of electricity punishable under the said Act shall be collected, as follows, namely :—

In section 152 of the Electricity Act, 2003 (36 of 2003), in its application to the State of
Maharashtra, in sub-section (1), in the TABLE,—

(@) Inentry 1, relating to Industrial Service, in column (2), for the words “twenty thousand
rupees”the words “ten thousand rupees”shall be substituted ;

(1) In entry 2, relating to Commercial Service, in column (2), for the words “ten thousand
rupees” the words “five thousand rupees” shall be substituted ;

(zi1) Inentry 3, relating to Agricultural Service, in column (2), for the words “two thousand
rupees” the words “one thousand rupees” shall be substituted ;

(iv) Inentry 4, relating to Other Services, in column (2), for the words “four thousand rupees”
the words “two thousand rupees” shall be substituted.

By order and in the name of the Governor of Maharashtra,

AVINASH SUBHEDAR,
Deputy Secretary to Government.

MDD
Qv'\{] _L

ON BEHALF OF GOVERNMENT PRINTING, STATIONERY AND PUBLICATION, PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY SHRI PARSHURAM JAGANNATH GOSAVI, PRINTED AT

OOVERALTAM ATammm AT PNTMAG 01 4 MTMTATT GTTRITAGTT DAATY STTADAT DAAD TMIDAT 4nn AN ey ~TAD ATT TN
GOVERNMENT CENTRAL FRESS, 21-A, NETAJI SUBIIASII ROAD, CIIARNI RCAD, MUMBAI 400 004 AND PUBLISHED AT DIRECTORATE OF COVERNMENT PRINTING,

STATIONERY AND PUBLICATION, 21-A, NETAJI SUBHASH ROAD, CHARNI ROAD, MUMBAI 400 004, EDITOR : SHRI PARSHURAM JAGANNATH GOSAVIL



Annexure — 6

Officer authorized to accept the sum of
money for compounding of offences
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Consumer’s Compounding Request
Application
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Format of Compounding Register



Compounding Reqister

Sr.
No.

Consumer
Name

Consumer
no

BU

Date of
Inspectio
n

DVS no/
Spot
inspection
report

Theft
bill
Amt.

Theft bill
receipt
no. and

Date

Compounding
Amt.

Compounding

Receipt no.
and Date

Remark
Paid/Unpaid

FIR
No. &
Date
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Intimation of
Compounding information to SDOs
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Pufiatemeraneiyinm S Srilvasthonen Lo Lot

No. Date:
To
The Sub. Division Officer,

....MSEDCL

Sub: List of consumers who have compounded the offence of theft of
electricity during the month of

1.  With respect to above subject, the under mentioned consumers/persons have
compounded the offence of theft of electricity during the month of in
accordance with Sec. 152 of Electricity Act. 2003.

Sr.no | Consumer/Person | Consumer Billing Compounding | Receipt No. | FIR details,
name no. Unit Amt. (in Rs) & Date (if Lodged)

2. This is for your information & necessary action please.

(Authorized Officer)
MSEDCL,

Copy to :-
The Superintending Engineer,
(for Circle Legal Officer)
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Intimation of lodging of FIRs to Circle
Legal Officer for information



F
IVIMNMEINAVITARAN

Fown 0o, LRt

No. Date

To
The Superintending Engineer,
(for Circle Legal Officer)

vverrer-.MSEDCL

Sub: Forwarding of information of consumers against whom FIR has
been lodged during the month of

1. With respect to the above subject, an action in accordance with Sec. 135 of
E.A. 2003 was initiated against the under mentioned consumers/persons and FIRS
were lodged against them due to non — compounding of offence. The details are as
given below :-

Sr. Consumer name & Consumer | Billing | FIR no. | Police Station
no Address no Unit & Date
2. This is for your information & necessary action please.

(Authorized Officer)
MSEDCL,
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Intimation of Compounding to Police
Station of Theft Cases where FIR was
lodged
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egkjk"'V' jkT; fon;ir forjy.k diuh e;knhr

8888888888888 888588E8EEEESESEEEESEEEESESEESESEEEESEESEEESLSE

fn-
lkrh]
Lkgk, ;d 1kyhl fufj{kd
egkforj.k tkyhl LV’ku]
fo'k;% ohtpkjh o rMEkM jDde Hjyickcr ekfgrh-
e Ixk- d- h

BnHC b 1% LRKG rikl .k vgoky d- --eeemeeeeeeees 1 S
2% okf.kT; 1fji=d d- 132 fn- 13-01-2011-

ojhy fo'k; o DnHklo; wvkiY;k fun’kukl  vkku nikr ;i di]
Ih@JIhern&&&&&&&88E&EEEEEEEEE.EEEEE.EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE&EEEEESE
ot xkgd dekd &&&&8E&&&E&&E&EE&E&E ;kpfo#/n Hkjrh; fo]ir dk;nk 2003 virxr
dye 135 wvlo;! #-8&8&8&&8&& brD;k jdeph &&&&& efgu dkyko/kh BkBh
oftpkjhph dkjokb' fn- &&&&&&&E Jkth dj.;kr vkyh gkrh o Inj xkgdkfo:=/n fQ;kn
d - nk[ky dj.;kr vkywyh vkg-

xkgdku ohtpkjhph jDde #-  &&&&&&& dkorh d-  &&&&&&&E&&&&&E
fnukd &&&&&&&&& Jkth ont diuhdM fecu’krl Hkjyy: vkgr- vkjkihr xkgdkur ;k
dk; Ky ;kr Hik-fo-dk- 2003 e/ky dye 152 efky rjrnhiek.k rM€kM jDde Hj.;kl
r;kj viY;kp y[kh vedkg dGfoY;kurj wvkjkihr xkgdkl rM€tkM jDde #-
&&&&&&& pi ni;d ni.;kr vky gkr- ni;dkiek.k xkgdkur rM€kM jDde :- &&&&&&&
ikorh d- &&&&8&&& fnukd &&&&&&&& jkth ot diuhdM Hkj.kk dYk wkgr- rjh
ojhy vkjkihr xkgdku ontpkjh jdde Hkzu Inj 1dj.kkr rMEkM dY;kcker wvkiY;k
ekfgrhlkBh dGfo. ;kr ;in vkg-

I vikdrr vikdkht
e-jk-fo-fo-d-e ; kfnr]
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Provisional assessment bill for the case
under section 126
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Ixkgdkp: ukot
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fon;ir dk;nk 2003 o N/kfjr dk;nk 2007 dye 126 virxri riRijr
fon;ir n;d vkdkj.kh ckcr-

egkn;]

ojhy fo'k;kl vul zu vki.kkl dGfo.kr ;i dh
1% LFG rikl.kh vgoky d-@ DVS No. &
2% fnukd &

3% K no. (Log Book dekdkuIkj &
4% xkgdkp uko o xkgd d- &
5% okijnkjkp: uko &
6% 1Rrk &
7% vufkdr okijkpk 1dkj &
8l

rek.k vkiY;k folir 1joB;kIkBh clfoyY;k eiVj d- ph
rikl.kh o (01 1 B Jkeh diyh
vIrk] vki.k ohtpk vuf/kdr okij djhr vIY;kp fun’kukl vky: vkg- R;kulkj fon;ir
dk;nk 2003 o N/kkfjr dk;nk 2007 dye 126 e/ky rjrinhiek.k -----eoeeeeeeeee ;fuvip
njldr Ipfyr njkP;k nliV vkdkj.khp: jDdep riRijr

ot n;d wvki.kkl n.;kr ;ir vkgr- Inj jDde wvki.k Injp i= feGkY;kurj Bkr
fnolkr egkforj.k diuhdM tek dj.k €:jhp vikg-

mijkOr vuf/kdr oht okijkP;k ni;dkcker vkiyh dkgh rdkj@gjdr viY;kl
Inj 1dj.krhy HBuko.khdjhrk fn- e L nE— Ok- 7 Fk
mifLFkr jkgu wvki.k vkiy: Eg.k.k yi[kh fdok rkMh Lo: ikr fuEuLok{kjh /kkjdkl IknJ
djko-

ojhy 1ek.k Bkr fnolBkP;k vkr vki.k Inj n; dkpk Hkj.kk u dY;kl vFkok gjdrh
InHkr fuonu Bknj u dY;kB vki.kkl Inj n;d ekl; vkg vl xghr /kz-u fo- dk
2003 D/kkfjr 2007 dye 126 e/khy rjrnhiek.k 1<hy dkjokb dj.;kr ;bly-

lkcr & LFG rikl .k vgoky- I i
fu/kky .k vi/kdkjh
e-jk-fo-fo-d-e ;kfnr]
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Final bill for the case under section
126
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2% riRijr oht n;d 1= d- fn-
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clfoyY;k eV d- ph rikl.kh
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Qk,l,jkpkwl,d,kjml,/z 7777777777777777777777777777777777777 -d-u ohtipk vufkdr okij djhr vIY;kp fun’(ukl
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Luko.khozu fon;ir dk;nk 2003 o W/kfjr dk;nk 2007 dye 126 e/ky rjrinhe/ky
inku dyy; ka/kdkjkulkj fu/kkj k vifkdkgh sk ulRsku Inj ndj.kkr Z- e p
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Usk;kBu vikdkjh  LAppellate Authority IRrk -

)i Electrical Inspector — LT Low Voltage
I1)  SE, PWD - LT Middle Voltage
1)  CE, Electrical -
lkcr &
b fu/kkj .k vi/kdkjh B
e-jk-fo-fo-d-e ;kfnr]
&&8&8&&8&E&&&E
Lr jokuk
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Consumer Inspection Log book



LOG BOOK

(To be kept in custody of Incharge of Office or Officer Designated)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Name of the | Area/ Name of Per_sons Visit Diary Whether Wheth(_er . Further
Date . . accompanying unauthorized Brief .

Sr. Officer Particular ’ . No. and Entry Offence action .
N & |. . from office Sign X use under Sec | Summary Remarks | Sign

O | Time intending to | consumer including Panch No. in respect | Chapter XII 196 EA is Report proposed/

Visit to Visit . . of that Visit EA detected . taken
witness, if any noticed




CONSUMER PREMISES VISIT DIARY

S Name & Name of Consumer Name of Person Present Signature of Brief Result Sign of
NO‘ Date | Designation of | & Consumer No. & | Time in at the Time Entry in Person Present at of Time Out Visiting
' Visiting Officer Address Consumer Premises the Time of Entry | Inspection Officer

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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Spot Inspection Format



ANNEXURE-J

“SPOT INSPECTION REPORT”

AS PER THE PROVISIONS OF THE CONDITION NO. 24.2.1

Place: Date:
Location: Time
1 Name/address/phone no. of the firm/factory/installation/premises.
2 Owner’s/Partner’s Name & Address
3 Consumer No.
4 Category of consumer/tariff applicable
5a) Sanctioned load

b) Contract Demand

c) Connected Load
6 Type of installation and nature of processes/product
7 Normal working hrs/no. of shifts
8 Billing office
9 Details of Meter
a) Metering provided on HT/LT side
b) Meter S.No./Lab.No.
C) Make and type
d) Capacity of meter-Amps/CT Ratio/PT Ratio
e) MD Range
f) Rev/kWh
Q) Meter Reading
h) Scale factor of meter
)] Connected CTR, PTR
)] Overall M.F. for units/M.D.
K) MF as per MR6/G7
10  General observations
a) Power cable before meter visible or not
b) CTPT cable visible/not visible and type

Type of seal

Seal No.



Condition of seal
Condition of isolating devices
Condition of meter box.
Other observations.
11 Irregularities observed
Usage of Electricity;

a) by any artificial means; or

b) by a means not authorized by the MSEDCL,; or

c) through a tampered meter; or

d) for the purpose other than for which the usage of electricity

was
authorized; or

e) for the premises or areas other than those for which the supply
of electricity was authorized.

12 Remarks

The above mentioned details and the irregularities pointed out have been checked in
my presence and | agree with the same.

1) Signature of consumer or representative
along with name, Designation and date.
(In case of refusal of consumer/representative the Assessing Officer should record this
fact in this column)

2) Name, signature & Designation of assessing officer

3)Witnesses 1) Name:
Address:

Sign:

2) Name:
Address:

Sign:
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Guidelines Regarding Panchnama
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IPC Sections Relevant to Government
Servants
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Assessment Sheet Format
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Blptearspsbyire St Eheotriodty Dstrifoeticermy: Coe, £ fof,

Date -
ASSESSMENT SHEET
Name of Consumer/owner
Name of User
Consumer no Mob. No
Billing Unit -
Address -
Tariff Category -
SVR No./DVS no. -
Sanction Load -
Connected Load -
Sr. No. Equipment Nos Watt Total In KW

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Total
Load For Compounding - KW/HP
Assessment Unit | LF x DF | No. of Days No. of Connected Total
Hours Load
L & F Load Per Month
Other Load Per Month
Compounding Charges applicable - Rs. Units Sum -
Say - Units/pm

Assessment Period -

Assessed Units

('In Months / days )

Units

Units For Theft Assessment (stolen units)-
U/S 135 of EA Act 2003

Units

(Authorized Officer)
MSEDCL,
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Theft Bill - Covering Letter
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iXkkgdkp: uko o ERrkk

fo"k; 4 oft pkjhp ni;d- Jh- Iixkgd dekd b
ifo]r dk;nk 2003 e/khy dye 1354

InHK & LFKG rikl.kh vgoky dekd - fn- e

ojhy fo'l;kulky vki.kkl dGfo.;kr “;ir dh fn- &&&&&& jkEh wkiY;k
fon;ir Lpkph rikl.kh dyh vIrk] &&&&&8&&888&88&8&8&&8EE&EEEE&EE&E&ES
ndkjph ohtpkjh djr vIY;kp fun’kukl vky- R;keG egkforj.k diaufP;k ofeP;k
&&8&&&E&&&ES& ;TuVph pkjh >kY;kpr mAMdhl vky: vlu ;kLlro :- &&&&&&&
p: fon;r dk;nk 2003 e/khy dye 135 wvlo;: ofepkjhp ni;d wvki.kkl Tknj
dj.;kr ;i vig-

folir dk;nk 2003 p dye 152 1ek.k €j Inj ohtpkjhpk 1dkj vki.kdMu
1fgY;knkp %Myk vlby wvikf.k € wvki.kl R;kcker rMtkM (Compounding)
djkoskph  vby rj wvki.k egkforj.k diuhp ifji=d d- 264 1ek.k
rMtkMickerpk yi[kh fourh vt [kyhy Bgh dj.k&;kl Rojhr Bknj djkok- fo|ir
dk;nk 2003 p dye 152 ullkj egkjk'Vv: "kkBuku [kkyhy Bgh dj.k&;kl ohtpkjh
idj.kkr rMekM dj.k o R;k ckcrph jDde fLodkj.;kcker 1ki/kdr dyi vkg-

folir dk;nk 2003 p dye 152i1% e/; fnyY;k fu;ekiek.k ojhy uen
ofepkjiP;k Bdk.kh ,d.k ykM &&&& dMCY; ,o<k vIY;ku Inj oftpkjhph
rMtkM jDde (Compounding) # &&&&&&&&& gkri ;kph ukn ?;kob-

otpkjhp n;d - &&&&&&& Vki.k Rojhr u HkY;kl wvkiyk fon;ir
1joBk [kMir dyk tkby rlp ontpkjh n;d o rMtkM jDde u HgY;kl
vki.kfoz/n fon;r dk;nk 2003 ulky Bc/kr akynl LVkue/;: xUgk nk[ky
dj.;kr ;by ;kph ukn ?;koh- rjh vki.kk@ fourh dj.;kr ;r dh ohtpkjhp
ni;d Rojhr Hkjkoo o R;kph ikorh ;k dk;ky;kl Bknj d:-u egkforj.k ciuhl
1gdk; djko-

o vikdr vi/kdkgh %
lkcr & 1% ohtpkjhp ni;d- e-jk-fo-fo-d-
e;kfnr]

2% rMtM vEkph ueuk 1r- &88&88&88&&&
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Intimation of Meter Replacement to
SDO/SO
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Mahargshtra State Electricity Distribution Co. Lid,

To,
SO/SDO.
MSEDCL,

Sub. — Meter Replacement Report of
Mr./Mrs. -
Consumer No. -

1. With reference to the above subject, the connection of  Mr./Mrs.

, RIO Consumer
No. , Billing Unit was inspected by the
undersigned on dt. and his meter No. has been seized for

further investigation. The meter replacement report of the above consumer is as
under —

Old Meter New Meter
Meter No. - Meter No. -
Meter Make - Meter Make -
Meter type — 1 ph./ 3 ph. Meter type — 1 ph./ 3 ph.
Meter Reading - Meter Reading -

2. Request necessary meter change action at your end.

(Authorized Officer)
MSEDCL,
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Intimation to Consumer and Meter
Testing Lab In —charge regarding
Meter Testing
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VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV VITARAN

dsharashira State Electricity Distribution Ca. Ltd.
(Govt. of Maharashtra Undertaking)
CIN : U40109MH2005SGC153645

Date

To,
(Testing Lab In- charge)

Subject — Meter Testing in respect of
Mr. /Mrs.
Consumer No.

With reference to the above subject, you are requested to undertake meter
testing of Mr. /Mrs. :
R/o. consumer no - and
intimate results thereof. The consumer meter details are as under :-

Make - Type -
Serial no- Lab no -
Capacity - Revolution -
Current Reading - Impulse -

(Name of the Authorized Officer)
(Authorized Officer)
MSEDCL,
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egkjk"'V' jkT; fon;ir forjy.k diuh e;knhr
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fn-
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Ixkgdkp: uko o iRrks

fo'k; & ehVy rikl.kP;k oGh gtj jkg-kckerpi Lej.k 1=-
egkn;]

ojhy fo'k; kb vul u vki.kkl 1ut’p dGfo.kr ;i dh] vkiY;k uko e-jk-fo-fo-d-
e;k] p folir 1joBk vlu R;kpk xkgd d- vk vikg- Inj
folr 1joB;khkBh clfoyY;k ewvj d- - ph rakl .k -
Jkuh - e jkeh dyh virk] rikl.khr Inj
ehVy Ink'k vIY;kp vk<Gu vky: vkg- Eg.ku Inj efVj rikl.kh fn- —eeeeeeees Jlten
vIY;kp vki.kkl dGfo.;kr vky: gkr- rjh eiVj rikl.khp oGh vki.k Lort fdiok vklys
ifrfu/kh  vuifLrkrir jkigY;keG Inj etVjP;k turikl.khdjhrk fn-
~JREN s oktrk Yehvy VILVX vyich ok dk;kyskr
mifLFkr jgko- Inj rikl.kp oGh wvki.k g€ u jkigY;kl urj R;kckerph dk.kR;kgh
1dkjph rdkj fopkjkr %kryh €k.kj ukgh- ;kph di;k ukn 2ryh tkoh gh fourh-

vkiyk fo okl

I vikdrr vikdkht
e-jk-fo-fo-d-e ; kfnr]

ir
ehVj pkp.kh “kk[kk VEKAkjh -eeemeeermeemeeceeeas
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Intimation of Meter Testing Results to
Consumer



Fx
HET [0

et ey Pt st oerH R

egkjk"'V' jkT; fon;ir forjy.k diuh e;knhr

888886888888 88888588E8EEEESESEEEESEEEESESEESESEEEESEESEEESLSE

fn-

lkrh]
Ixkgdkp: uko o iRrks

fo'k; & ehVj rikl.kh vgoky-
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Jhuh fn- e jkeh dyh- Inj ey rikd.khBkBh
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-;Fk mpkBe{k dyh virk Inj ey Ink% vIY;kp vk<Gu wvky' efVj rikl. khpk
vgoky 1<hy 1ek.k vkg ;kph di;k ukn ?ryh tkoh gh fourh-
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9.

3-
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vkiyk fo’okl]

I i
vikdr vi/kdkh
e-jk-fo-fo-d-e ; kfnr]
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Meter Testing Guidelines
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MAHAVITARAN

Maharashtra State Electricity Distribution Co. Ltd.

Maharashtra State Electricity Cistribution Co. Ltd.

Prakashgad, Plot No.G-9, Bandra (East) Mumbai — 400 051
B (P) 26474753, (O) 26474211 /26472131, Fax- 26472366,Website : www.mahadiscom.in

Ref. No. PR-3/COS/Theft/21266 DATE: 21/07/2006

COMMERCIAL CIRCULAR No. 39

Sub:- Procedure to be followed for assessment and filing of theft case where
Consumer’s meter is found abnormally slow.

During routine inspection of meters some incidences of abnormal slowness of the
meters was observed. However, no further investigation was carried out by the field
staff. It is however, desired that in all such cases wherever the meter is found
abnormally slow, further investigation should be carried out to find out whether the
consumer was indulging in theft of energy by tampering the meter. In this regard, the
following procedure should be followed:-

1) The meter under reference should be immediately replaced in presence of
consumer / consumer’s representative, after making proper Panchanama and
the meter under reference should be sealed in a box in presence of
consumer.

2) Such energy meters should be tested in presence of consumer and also in
presence of meter manufacturer's representative, if possible, in our
laboratory or any other reccgnized testing laboratories as may be desired by
the consumer.

3) If necessary, the meter should be opened in the presence of consumer to
find out whether any aritificial means / tampering, were used to make the
meter slow and if any such artificial means are found, Panchanama and
photograph should be taken.

4) If meter is found tampered by any artificial means, necessary action as
prescribed under Section 135 of the Electricity Act, 2003 should be initiated.

5) In case no artificial means / tampering of meter is observed, the consumer
should be billed as per regulation No.15.4.1 of MERC Electricity Supply Code
Regulations, 2005.

Above instructions should be followed strictly with imme

Chief Engineer (Com

IIiI::[

Copy to:
1. All Chief Engineer, O & M Zone, MSEDCL..
2. Ali Superintending Engineer, O & M Circle, MSEDCL.
3. All Executive Engineer, O & M Division, MSED"L.
4. All Dy. Executive Engineer, O & M Sub Division/Flying Squads, MSEDCL.
5. Ali‘Assistant Engineer, O & M Sub Division, M5EDCL.

D:\mhk\amv\circularA&FtcasesmetersfoundAbslow.doc



15.3.5

15.4

15.4.1

For the purpose of this Regulation 15.3, the estimated bill shall be computed based
on the recorded consumption of the last billing cycle for which the meter has been
read by the Distribution Licensee.

Billing in the Event of Defective Meters

Subject to the provisions of Part XII and Part XIV of the Act, in case of a defective
meter, the amount of the consumer’s bill shall be adjusted, for a maximum period
of three months prior to the month in which the dispute has arisen, in accordance
with the results of the test taken subject to furnishing the test report of the meter
alongwith the assessed bill.:

Provided that, in case of broken or damaged meter seal, the meter shall be tested for
defectiveness or tampering. In case of defective meter, the assessment shall be carried out as
per clause 15.4.1 above and, in case of tampering as per Section 126 or Section 135 of the
Act, depending on the circumstances of each case.

Provided further that, in case the meter has stopped recording, the consumer will be billed
for the period for which the meter has stopped recording, up to a maximum period of three
months, based on the average metered consumption for twelve months immediately
preceding the three months prior to the month in which the billing is contemplated.

15.5

15.5.1

15.5.2

1553

Payment of Bills

The due date for the payment of a bill shall be mentioned on the bill and such due
date shall be not less than twenty-one days from the bill date in the case of
residential and agricultural consumers, and not less than fifteen days in the case of
other consumers.

In case the consumer does not receive the bill or, having received the bill, has lost
the bill, he shall, before the receipt of the next bill, report the same to the officer
designated by the Distribution Licensee to address such cases.

Where the consumer visits the office of the designated officer in person, the
designated officer shall, after verifying the identity of the consumer, communicate
to the consumer, on the spot, the amount of the bill and due date for payment, and
arrange to issue a duplicate bill within three days from the date on which the
consumer reported the non-receipt or loss of bill, as the case may be:

Provided that where the consumer reports the non-receipt or loss of bill over the telephone,
the designated officer may also communicate the amount of the bill over the telephone, after
completion of suitable identity verification procedure:

23



Annexure — 24

Sample Meter Test Report
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Testing Division

Dt.
TEST REPORT
Name of Consumer
Consumer No.
Meter No.
Meter Make
Meter type
Class
Lab Test No.
Current ratings
Voltage ratings
Pulses per unit
Meter Testing date
A) Calibration Errors

KWH (as found) RKVAH (as found)
Full Id, Upf Full Load 0 PF
1/10 Full Id, Upf 1/10 Full 1d, 0 PF
Full 1d. 0.866 Pf lag Full Load, 0.866 PF
Full 1d, 0.5 pf lag

Dial test at Amp load 0.866 pf lag
KWH consumption recorded by the KVARH consumption recorded by the
meter meter
KWH consumption recorded by the KVARH consumption recorded by the
standard meter standard meter
| % Error KWH | | | % Error KVARH |

Remark — (To include reasons for slowness clearly i.e. “Defective Meter” or due to “Tampering”)

Assistant Engineer, Ex. Engineer,
Testing Division Testing Division

I have personally witnessed the above test.

Consumer /Representative
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Intimation of Assessment of Theft
units to Billing Authority
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To,
Billing Authority/SDO,
MSEDCL,

Sub. — Intimation of Assessed Theft Units. (Consumer No. )
Ref. - DVS no. dt.

Please find enclosed herewith Assessment Sheet indicating the Assessed
Theft Units in respect of Consumer No. , Billing Unit
Electricity Theft under Sec. 135 in respect of the above consumer was detected
vide Spot Inspection Report at reference. You are requested to issue theft bill to the
consumer with a copy to this office and if he fails to pay the assessed theft amount
within stipulated time period his supply be disconnected forthwith.

The date and time of disconnection of supply be intimated to this office by
E-mail/ SMS as it is mandatory to lodged FIR against the above consumer in case
of disconnection. Recovery details of theft bill be intimated to this office as and
when effected.

( )

Authorized Officer
MSEDCL,
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Authority for Lodging FIR in Local
Police Stations
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Guidelines for Lodging FIR
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Comparison between Sec. 126 and Sec.
135 of Electricity Act 2003



Comparison between Sec. 126 and Sec. 135 of Electricity Act 2003

sanctioned /contract demand, through i.e.
energy is recorded

Sr. No. Particulars Section 126 Section 135
1 Applicability of | A, UNAUTHORIZED USE OF Theft of Electricity ,Provision: Whoever dishonestly,
provisions of | ELECTRICITY, which covers:- a) Taps, makes or causes to be made any connection
Section a.) Connected/used load is in excess of the with overhead, Underground or under water lines or
sanctioned/authorised load cables, or service wires, or service facilities of a
b.) Use of electricity by means not authorized licensee or supplier, as the case may be or
by the supplier/licensee b) Tampers a meter installs or uses a tampered meter,
c.) Use of electricity for the purpose / area other | ¢) Damages destroys an electric meter, apparatus,
than the authorized / sanctioned by the licensee / | equipment, or wire or causes or allows any of them to
supplier i.e. change of category etc. be so damaged or destroyed as to interfere with the
d.) Tampered meter proper or accurate metering of electricity; or
e.) Restoration of electric supply to d) Uses electricity through a tampered meter;
disconnected /defaulting consumers etc. e) Uses electricity for the purpose other than for which
f.) Usage of electric supply from defective /dead | the usage of electricity was authorized.
stop meter. The word dishonest intension is most important before
Example:-1) booking a case under section -135 in above
circumstances.
2 Action to be Section 126 is for assessment of the charges for | For prosecuting someone u/s 135, a complaint or a
taken unauthorized report by
use of electricity. police to the court is necessary u/s 151
3 Period of 1. If period is ascertain then for the entire period | The exact period of theft or Twenty-four months prior
Assessment: of unauthorised use of electricity . to the date of detection or, whichever is less. The
2. If period is not ascertain then limited to 12 assessment shall be made at a rate equal to one and half
months. times the tariff.
4 Assessment A rate equal to twice the applicable tariff for The assessment shall be made at a rate equal to one and
Method relevant category of unauthorised use. half times the tariff.
5 Energy recording | If the consumer is availing more load than If the consumer is availing the electricity by

bypassing the meter without recording the energy
consumption.




Sr. No. Particulars Section 126 Section 135

6 Ag Consumers If unmetered /metered consumer is availing If consumer is stealing electricity directly by
more than connected load with energy recording | hook/bypassing meter without recording the energy

consumption

7 HT Consumers Even though the consumer is exceeding contract
demand, penalty is provided in tariff, section
will not attract with the recording in meter.

8 Where electricity is being consumed in violation | Where electricity is being consumed dishonestly with
of term & conditions of supply which may lead | intention of deliberate blockage of energy metering.
to malpractice.

9 Provision to compensate discom for difference | Collection of charges as well as prosecution of
/no prosecution. offender.

10 Licensee need not prove intention Prima facie dishonest intention shall be there.

11 Examples not 1) Wrong feeding of tariff category by

covered

MSEDCL.
2) Bifurcation of existing
category/introduction of new tariff category
3) Meter seal broken due to aging effect.
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